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Appendix G-1: Section 46 notification
Longfjgg

Jake Stephens, Case Officer Alexander House
The Planning Inspectorate 1 Mandarin Road
Infr D Rainton  Bridge  Business  Park
Temple Quay House Houghton le Spring
Tempie Quay DH4 5RA
Bristol
BS16PN
27 May 2021
Dear Mr Stephens,

Longfield Solar Farm — section 46 notification under the Planning Act 2008

The Secretary of State is hereby notified in accordance with section 46 of the Planning Act 2008
(as amended) (the “Act”), of Longfield Solar Energy Farm Lid's intention to submit a

Development Consent Order ("DCO") to the S y of State for B Energy

and | Strategy to auth the omm

and d of the p d Longf ‘SolarFum(mo‘ScMm)meiddear

mmememmmmmmmnm1

We have p ly provid i p to Reg: 8(1)b) of the Infr

Planning (E: Impact A Reg 2017 that the Scheme is an

E Impact (EIA "), as defined by those

gulations and an E St will be as part of the DCO application.

The submission of the application will follow a period of Y pre-

carried out pursuant to section 42, udbnﬂmdncnonlaofmem the Infrastructure

Planning ( Forms and P 0 2009 (the APFP

Regulations”). nmlmolnhﬂru:unﬁumhg(& Impact A

2017. The consultation will commence on 1 June 2021 and end on 13 July 2021,

Summary of the Scheme

The Longfieid Solar Farm will the , Op and and

decommissioning of a solar p ic (PV) array Y g facdity and energy

storage facllity with a total y 9 50 meg: (mempmmnn
Grid (“The S "). The Schy would be located on farmland north east of

Chelmsford, and north of the A12 between Boreham and Hatfield Peverel, covering an area of
approximately 474 hectares (ha) (‘the DCO Site”). Of the DCO site, around 60% Is likely to be
used for the location of the PV Arrays, with other areas being used for the BESS, substations
and underground cabling, access tracks, some ancillary buildings, as well as areas of
landscaping.

Aexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Rainton Bridge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -OH4 SRA
Regiatered Company No. 11618210 - longfielasolarfam co.uk
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and of ground PV Amrays,

SolaSlammdaeryE:mgySmageSym(BESS),alongmm

underground Distribution Cables;

. iated and/or dllary works including a new jon, known as the Longfield
mmmmmnmwmma&ssm
Distribution Cables. The Longfield Substation will then link into the existing Bulls Lodge
Sub by National Grid. The Scheme an 1o the existing
Bulls Lodge Substation. Other works will indude primary and secondary access tracks,
and andillary buildings such as offices. There will also be parts of the DCO Site used for
landscape works which will include fe such as biodiy y impr
and fencing;

. mmmdhmm@swmmdmma

. mwndngdwmdommmmamm

The d DCO will, other things, authori

. the and/or refating to the Longfield Solar Farm; and,

. such andllary, and p perty rights, permits
and as are y and/or

Consultation documents

Section 46 of the Planning Act 2008 requires the Applicant to send to the Secretary of State the
information that it intends to provide 1o consultees under section 42 of the Planning Act 2008, on
or before g section 42 As such, please find enclosed the information
that is being sent to the section 42 consultees identified:

* A covering letter sent to those consultees pursuant to section 42(1)(a) and section
42(1)(b) and a cover letter sent to those consultees pursuant to section 42(1)(d) -

o A consultation booklet, which p more inf about the S and

a plan g the p red-line y of the S«

o A consultation questionnaire which may be used to provide feedback on the
. and,

o Notice of the proposed application which has been

publicised in accordance with
section 48 of the Act and the setout in 4 of the APFP
Roguhwu(umazuxa)mmwmm)

These documents, awdlun. E fe (PEI) Report and
,mu using the f g link from the start of
vheonwmmodwuumm1 MMMMMM

We are p g this inf inan form to the p of paper or
mnmmmumnumwmucommmn

,the S y of State req inan form, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

In addition to these documents, there will be additional information on our website,

www longfieldsolarfarm co uk and through a virtual public exhibition accessible by the same link.
We will also offer consultees the opportunity to speak to the consultation team directly in a
manner with on COVID 19. Further details of the consultation
mmpmwmbmhmam“m

Adexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Rainton Bridge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -OH4 SRA
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Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on
info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk or by calling 08081687925

Yours faithfully,

James Pateman
Project Manager

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Rainton Bridge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -OH4 SRA
Rogistered Company No. 11618210 - longfleldsolartam. co.uk
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Longfield Solar Farm
Consultation information pack
1 June 2021

Overview

Longfield Solar Energy Farm Ltd is consulting on proposals for Longfield Solar Farm from 1 June
to 13 July 2021. This pack has been produced to give you an understanding of the scheme and the
way we are consulting, provide you with answers to questions you may receive about the scheme
and help you support members of your community responding to the consultation

It includes a summary of the way we are consulting, answers to some common questions and a
poster to help publicise the consultation in your area.

What to expect

Backgrounc

We want to ensure that the consultation we carry out is meaningful and can influence the scheme.
We have taken an iterative approach to consultation, having carmed out an initial round of non-
statutory consultation between 2 November and 14 December 2020. Having had regard to the
responses from the 2020 consultation and having undertaken further design work and

environmental assessments of the scheme, we are now carmying out a round of consultation
pursuant to the Planning Act 2008.

This approach reflects good practice in design and engagement. It also meets the requirements of
the Planning Act 2008, the mechanism through which we are seeking a development consant
order {DCO). DCOs are governed by a fixed, statutory process which requires us to:

« consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the Planning Act 2008.

+ consult with the local community under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008.

+ publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 of the Planning Act 2008,
regulation 4 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning {Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017

The process also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which host the
development and means we will be following a well-established and clear process to develop our
proposals. Further information about the planning process for the scheme is set out in the Q&A
section at the end of this document.

1
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Launching the scheme:

+ We [aunched the scheme publicty on 23 September 2020. This infroduced the scheme to the
local community through a newsletter and the launch of our website,
www.longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk. We also hegan early discussions with local authorities, pansh
councils and residents at this stage.

Non-statutory consultation:

+ We held a non-statutory consuliation from 2 November to 14 December 2020. The purpose of
this was to present the background fo the scheme and raise knowledge of the scheme with
consultees. In deing so, we wanted to ensure that our later, staiutory, consultation would be
maore effective. We also used the process to assess our own consultation activity to ensure that
it is effective in reaching people geing forward and to capture any views that they might have.

+ For this stage of public consultation, we published information about the project site and sought
initial feedback on our design.

EIA scoping:

+ At around the same time as the non-statutory consultation, we submitted an Environmental
Impact Assessment (ElA) Scoping Report fo the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). PINS consulted
on this report with statutory bodies such as the Environment Agency and Matural England and
issued a Scoping Opinion in December 2020. We have used this when setting the scope of our
assessments. Both the Scoping Report and the Scoping Opinion are on the PINS website for
the scheme.

Statutory consultation:

+« From the 1June 2021 — 13 July 2021, we are carmying out a further round of consultation in line
with the requirements of the Planning Act 2008. This is therefore called a ‘statutory”
consultation.

+» We have developed a consultation programme designed fo allow people from across the
community to find out more and respond. This is compatible with different levels of social
distancing requirements and will include in-person engagement if possible.

* The objectives of this consultation are to ensure that people potentially affected by our
proposals have the opportunity to understand them, provide their views and further influence
the scheme’s design prior to submission of the DCO application. In doing so, we are also
meeting the requirements of the Planning Act 2008.

+ We are publishing information that describes the scheme proposals in greater detail. Alongside
this, we are also providing details about the outcome of our preliminary environmental
assessments and any mitigation proposed or under consideration.

« We will use the feedback that we receive during the statutory consuliation to help us develop
our final proposals for Longfield Solar Farm before submitting our DCO application.

Submission of the application:

+« We plan to submit a DCO application to the Secretary of State (via PINS) in the second half of
2021. PINS will then consider whether to accept the application for examination.

+ [Following the acceptance of the application, the application will enter a fixed legal process. We
will be required fo notify and publicise the acceptance of the application, and there will be an
opportunity for consultees and members of the public to register as an interested party, make
representations and take part in the public examination of the application at this time.

2
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We are now at the stage of statutory consultation. We will use the feedback that we receive during
the statutory consultation to help us develop our final proposals for Longfield Solar Farm before
submitting our DCO application.

We have published a document called a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) setting out
how we will consult with the local community. We consulted Braintree District Council, Chelmsford
City Council and Essex County Council in developing the SoCC. You can find the SoCC on our
website: www_longfieldsolarfarm. co.uk/downloads.

The statutory consultation will run from the 1 June 2021 — 13 July 2021.

What are we consulting on?
During the consultation, we are asking for views on:

* The proposed Longfield Solar Farm.

+« The short term and long-term impacts of the proposal including construction impacts,
environmental impacts, operational impacts, impacts from decommissioning and other impacts
in this period, such as socioeconomic and cumulative impacts.

* Proposad mitigation of these impacis.

+« The contribution that Longfigld Solar Farm could make to the local community.

* The Preliminary Environmental Impact (PEl) Repori— a document which explains the results
from the preliminary Environmental Impact Assessment and the likely impact of the proposals
on the environment.

How have we told people about the consultation?
We are publicising the consultation widely in accordance with the SoCC. We have:

* |ssued a consultation booklet, questionnaire and response envelope to more than 5,800
addresses within the parishes of Terling, Fairstead, Haffield Peverel, Boreham, Great and Little
Leighs and Little Waltham. This area is shown on the plan below.

« \Written to elected representatives covering the area at a parish, district, county and
Parliamentary level, as well as community groups in the local area.

+ |ssued a consultation letter to prescribed consultess for the purposes of section 42 of the
Planning Act 2008, also enclosing a copy of the newspaper notice published in accordance
with section 48 (see below).

« Advertised the consultation in the Chelmsford Weekly News, Braintree and Witham Times and
Essex Chronicle and online.

+ Publicised the proposed application in the Guardian, London Gazette, Chelmsford Weekly
Mews, Braintree and Witham Times and Essex Chronicle in line with the requirements of the
Planning Act 2008

+« Provided details of the consultation online at www longfieldsolarfamm. co.uk.

3
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Figure 1: Consultation zone 1. The site boundary is shown in black. Zone 1 consists of any
person or group likely to be directly impacted by the proposed Longfield Solar Farm by virtue of
their living or working in proximity to the site. This zone is defined by the boundaries of the
parishes of Boreham, Fairstead, Great and Little Leighs, Hatfield Peverel, Little Waltham and
Terling.

How can people find out more?

Anyone can find out more about the proposals by:

« Reading a Consultation Booklet about the proposals. This summarises our proposals, the
way we have responded o previous consultation feedback, the preliminary results of our
environmental impact assessments and how to take part in the consultation. This has been
sent to properties with the area shown in Figure 1 and is available from our website or on
request.

« Booking an appointment to meet with the project team. Dependent on Government
guidance, this will include the opportunity for people who live inside the consultation
zone 1 to meet in person and view an exhibition with your household or support
bubble at a COVID 19 secure venue. Online and telephone appointments are also

4
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available. We will release appointments through the consultation penod. Iniially, people
can book using the following links:
o Band 12 June 2021
o 9June 2021

+« People can also book an appointment by contacting us using the contact details in this
information pack or going to www longfieldsolarfarm. co.uk/public-consultation.

« Viewing a series of webinars we will give about the proposals online. These will offer the
opportunity to ask questions about the proposals. Recordings of each webinar will also
appear on our website once they have taken place. People can register at our website or by
using these links:

o 1400 on Saturday 5 June 2021
o 1900 on Thursday 10 June 2021.

« Viewing a virtual public exhibition using this link. The virtual public exhibition includes an
interactive visualisation tool based on a 3D model which will allow people to look at the
potential visual impacts of the scheme in different locations.

+ Viewing the PEl Report and other consultation documents online or in paper form at the
following points in the local community:

o Hatfield Peversl Library, The St, Haffield Peverel, Chelmsford CM3 2DP

o Witham Library, 18 Newland St, Witham CMB 2A0Q

o Chelmsford Library, Chelmsford County Hall, Market Rd, Chelmsford CM1 1QH

o 5t John The Evangelist Church, Church Lane, Little Leighs, Chelmsford CM3 1PQ

+ This may change with COVID 19 regulations. We would ask that people contact us in
advance for the latest information before making plans to visit.

« Contacting us on 02081687925 or info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk.

How can people respond fo the consultation?

We welcome feedback on our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm. Anyone can share their views
by

« Completing a consultation questionnaire online here
Receiving the questionnaire by paper form by contacting us on 08081687925 or
info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk, and then retuming it to the address below:
Longfield Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, cfo
SECNewgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE or by
email to info@longfieldsolarfam. co.uk

+ Submitting their comments by email to info@lonafieldsolarfarm. co.uk or in writing to the
above Freepost address.

Responses must be received by the consultation deadline of 11.5%pm on 13 July 2021.

Contact us
For further information, please contact us on 08081687925 or info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk.

5
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Question and answers
This document provides answers to common guestions about Longfield Solar Famm. If you have a

question about the scheme that is not answered here, you can call 08081687925 or email us at
infoi@lonafieldsolarfarm.co.uk.

You can also book an appointment to speak with members of the project team about the proposals
individually, should you wish to have a more in-depth response. You can do this using the contact
details above or by going to our website, www. longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk.

Q: What is Longfield Solar Farm?

A: Longfield Solar Farm is a proposed new solar energy farm co-located with a Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS). The proposals also include grid connection infrastructure including a new
substation and an extension to an existing Mational Grid substation, to connect Longfield Solar
Farm to the National Grid electricity network. The proposals will include any necessary
environmental mitigation, which is currently under development.

Q: Who is behind Longfield Solar Farm?

A: The scheme is being brought forward by a joint venture between two established developers of
renewable energy: Padero Solar and EDF Renewables UK (EDFR). The two organisations have
brought together a highly experienced project team with an excellent track record in successiully
delivering nationally significant infrastructure of this kind. EDF Renewables will own and operate
Longfield Solar Farm once built.

Q: How large will it be?

A: Longfield Solar Farm would be located on approximately 458ha of land and, based on today’'s
technology, would be able to generate around 350MWp of electricity. Of this, 432ha will be used
for the Solar Farm site. This includes all of the infrastructure required to generate and store solar
energy. It will include a Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Array Works Area (292ha), a Landscape Works
Area (129ha), an Ancillary Infrastructure Area (6ha) and the BESS Compound Area (5ha). The
remainder of the land will be used for the Grid Connection Route (8ha) and Bulls Lodge Substation
Site Area (19ha).

Q: Why do we need this scheme?

A: There is a strong need for the UK fo introduce new, cleaner, methods of energy generation as
the country works to meet the challenges posed by climate change. As a result of this, the UK is
undergoing a major change in the way it meets its energy needs. In 2019 the Govemment
legislated to commit the country to achieving ‘net zero’ greenhouse gas (including carbon dioxide)
emissions by 2050 as against 1990 levels.

Energy generation currently makes up a significant portion of the UK's carbon emissions. This
must be reduced through the introduction of new, cleaner methods of electricity generation that are
able to come online and provide energy to the grid at the same time as older, carbon-intensive
methods of energy generation are being phased out. As older methods of electricity generation
reach the end of their operating life, the UK faces a potential ‘supply gap’ where demand for
electricity exceeds domestic supply. Schemes such as this one are helping to bridge this gap and
are confributing to the development of 2 modem, low carbon system of energy generation in the
UK.

&
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Q: Will you use compulsory purchase (CPQ) powers?

A: We are bringing forward these proposals with the support of the main landowner and are in
discussions with other affected landowners. As is common with projects such as this, our approach
is likely to include the ability to compulsorily acquire the land and rights required to deliver the
scheme, should it be necessary once all voluntary options have been pursued.

Q: What are the project timescales?

A: We are in the process of preparing a Development Consent Order (DCQ) application for
Longfield Solar Farm. This is the first step of securing development consent for the project.
Assuming that the scheme progresses to our current timeline, we expect to submit a DCO
application in the second half of 2021, with a view to being operational by the mid-2020s. The
typical life of the energy project would be around 40 years.

Size and location
Q: Where will Longfield Solar Farm be located?

A: The scheme would be located on farmland north east of Chelmsford and north of the A12
between Boreham and Hatfield Peverel. The site boundary is shown in red below.

7
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Q: Why does it need to be so large?

A: The size of the scheme is proportionate to the size and urgency of the national need, which is
substantial. There is also a need to make the most of the connection to the Grid - this is a limited
resource.

We do fully accept that this is a site of significant size. This is why we are working very hard o
ensure that the design of the site is as sensitive as it can be to the local area. Seeking local opinion
and ideas on how to design this site in detail are key requirements of the statutory consultation and
something we take very serioushy.

Q: Are there any examples of schemes this large in the UK that | can look at?

A: Solar energy generation is well established in the UK, with more than 13GW of installed
capacity. However, there are no solar farms of this scale currently operational in the UK. One,
Cleve Hill Solar Park, has received a DCO and there are others going through the planning
process. Improvements in technology have made solar PV panels and the other elements of solar
farms more affordable. This has enabled proposals of a scale which can meaningfully contribute to
the UK's urgent need for renewable energy to begin to come forward.

C: What exact hectarage of solar panels is required fo generate 500MW of electricity?

A We have secured a grid connection agreement for up to 500MW of electricity. That means we
will be able to send or receive S00MW from the Mational Grid. Based on today’s technology, we
expect the capacity of the PV array to be around 350MW, which will be supported by a BESS with
a capacity of above S0MW.

However, unlike a conventional power station, the environmental impacts of a solar farm are not a
direct result of the amount of electricity it can generate. For this reason, we are not proposing that
the Longfield Solar Farm is restricted by imposing a limit on how much electricity it can generate.

Instead, we will be seeking a DCO that would restrict the aspects of the solar farm which have
potential environmental impacts — such as the height of the solar panels, dimensions of
infrastructure such as the BESS and where solar panels would be located within the site.
These are known as the ‘design parameters’.

This approach also ensures Longfield Solar Farm will be able to generate elecinicity as efficienthy
as possible, using technology which is constantly improving and may allow greater amounts of
electricity to be generated in future within the existing design parameters.

Since the last consultation, we have refined our proposals and are now able to show where we
expect to place PV amrays at Longfield Solar Farm. We currently expect to use around 292ha
(approximately 64% of the site for PV arrays) but we are currently consulting, and this figure is
therefore subject to change.

B
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Q: Why does it need to be hera?
A: The land we have identified for Longfield is ideal for grid scale solar because it has a rare
combination of factors. Those are:

+ The land sits directly under existing 400Kv electricity transmission lines and in close
proximity to the Bulls Lodge Substation, which allows for direct connection io the Mational
Grid and the guick distribution of the energy.

+ The location is also key to the wider National Grid, as demand in this zone is very high and
sfill growing.

« The local topography (with broken views, expansive woodlands and high hedgerows) lends
itself to solar technology.

+ With the land being open and allowed to grow grass, and in some cases “wild”, this forms a
temporary natural carbon-sink in volume, again addressing the wider climate need for safer,
purer, breathable clean air.

Q: Where will the substation be located?
A: Longfield Solar Fam will connect to the National Grid at Bulls Lodge substation which will be
extended to accommodate this. Another substation, called the Longfield Substation, close to
Toppinghoshall Wood will be constructed in order to take the electricity generated by the solar farm
up to the right voltage for onward transmission to the Mational Grid at Bulls Lodge.
Q: Will there be new overhead lines?
A: We are not proposing new overhead lines. This took into account feedback received during the
non-statutory consultation that we should aveoid new overhead lines.
There will be a fie in point for the Bulls Lodge Substation within the Bulls Lodge Substation Site,
which will involve the construction of additional gantries and some temporary diversion works to
the overhead lines immediately adjacent to Bulls Lodge Substation.
Q: What does the grid connection require?
A: The grid connection will require an extension to Bulls Lodge substation. This will be similar in
appearance to the existing substation components.
Q) How did you select the grid connection?
A: Initially, we defined a series of options for the grid connection. These were published as part of
the non-statutory consultation. We worked with National Grid to identify an appropriate location for
the grid connection, having regard to feedback from the non-statutory consultation. The extension
io Bulls Lodge substation is its preferred choice. This benefits from proximity to the existing
substation and is also close to the A12 and railway line, which will help screen the development.
Q: Will local residents have access to cheaper eleciricity?
A: The project will generate electricity which will be provided directly to the National Grid electricity
network. Residents will continue to receive their electricity from domestic electricity suppliers, we
will not be able to offer any direct reduction to local residents’ bills.
]
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C: How will the solar farm generate energy?

A: Longfield Solar Farm will use ground mounted PV panel arrays to generate electricity from the
sun. Solar PV is a renewable technology: once set up, the panels make use of sunlight to generate
eleciricity.

Q: What sort of solar panels are you using? How big will they be?

Az We are yet to make a final decision about the PV panels we will use at Longfield Solar Farm.
We are therefore consulting on the basis of design parameters — these can be found in Chapter 2
of the PEI Report. We expect the PV arrays to have a maximum height of 3 metres and to face
south.

Q: Why do we need battery storage?

A: Battery storage has an important role to play in stabilising the Mational Grid. At fimes of an
excess or shortfall in demand, battery storage facilities can balance the Mational Grid by making up
for any shorifalls or by storing power (either excess eleciricity generated from the PV arrays or
imported from the grid) to be released later. It can also help manage the intermitiency of renewahle
energy generation which do not generate electricity constanthy.

Q: Is batiery storage technology safe?

A: Battery storage technology is safe and makes use of tried and tested technology. One of the
partners in Longfield Solar Farm, EDF Renewables (EDFR) UK, already operaies batiery storage
projects in the UK.

We will build in safety measures including self-contained units for each battery and an integrated
automated fire suppression system. Equipment will be selected to be fire-limiting and the BESS will
be monitored 24 hours a day from a dedicated control room.

Q: Where will the batteries be located?

A: The batteries will be located close to the Longfield substation which will be in the vicinity of
Toppinghoeshall Wood. This location is well-screened and closer to the A12 and a railway line.

Q: How large will the batteries he?

A: The BESS will comprise batteries used fo store electricity, an electrical compound made up of a
substation and a control building. We expect that the batteries will be a housed in containers with a
maximum height of 4.5 metres.

Q: The Guardian newspaper has suggested that some of the raw materals used in a large
percentage of solar panels are made using slave labour - what are your comments on this?

A: We completely oppose the abuse of human rights and forced labour anywhere in the global
supply chain. We ask all suppliers to ensure compliance with the Modem Slavery Act. We are also
actively strengthening our existing procurement process to make every effort to prevent any
negative impact on people and the environment.
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Q: Won't the BESS be a blot on the landscape in an area which is very popular with local people?

Az We have worked very hard to determine the hest location of the BESS site given the range of
criteria that need to be considerad including the need to locate it away from homes. The BESS is
an essential element of Longfield Solar Fam as it helps to make the creation and distribution of
renewable, clean energy as efficiently as possible, and will confribute to the stability of the Mational
Gnid electricity netwark.

Its location close to Toppinghoehall Wood is already well screened. We will be enhancing this
through additional landscape planting. You can see what this might look like by using the
visualisation tool provided in the virtual exhibition.

Q: What will the environmental impacts of the scheme be?

A: To ensure that the environmental impacts of the scheme are adequately assessed, we are
working closely with local authorities, technical stakeholders and environmental groups to avoid
{and if we cannot avoid, to mitigate) any identified significant adverse impacts on the surrounding
natural environment and landscape.

Longfield Solar Farm is EIA development for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. We are required to camy out an EIA of our
proposals as part of the planning process. The preliminary outputs from this assessment have
informed the site design and content of this consuliation.

We are sharing the preliminary results of our assessments as pari of this consultation. The
consultation materials summarise our findings in areas such as ecology, landscape, and visual
impacts that were raised during the last consultation. The results are presented in a document
called the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report. You can view the PEI Report on our
website (www.longfieldsolarfamm. co.uk/downloads). There is also a non-technical summary of the
PEI Repart available to view.

Following this statutory consuliation, we will have regard to all feedback received and will finalise
the Environmental Statement. This will be submitted in support of our DCO application and will set
out the final outcomes of our assessments, as well as details of any proposed mitigation.

Q: What environmental impacts will you be considering in your assessments?

Az As part of the EIA design process, we formally ‘scoped’ our approach with Planning
Inspectorate (PINS) (on behalf of the Secretary of State) and, on the 3 December 2020, we
received its formal Scoping Opinion. This confirmed the scope of work that should be included in
our ElA and should be reported in the comprehensive Environmental Statement that will
accompany our DCO application when submitted to the Secretary of State.

In addition to this, we have considered the feedback we received through the non-statutory
consultation and have continued to engage with local authorities and other regulatory bodies, such
as Historic England and the Environment Agency, on our approach to the EI1A.

Our ElA includes the following topics:

Climate Change
Cultural Heritage

Ecology
Flood Risk, Drainage and Surface Water

"
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Landscape and Visual Amenity
Moise and Vibration
Socio-economics and Land Use
Transport and Access
Air Quality
Glint and Glare
Ground Conditions
Human Health
Major Accidents or Disasters
Waste

Q1 How will the scheme affect wildlife?

A: We are committed to making the local environment appreciably better than before the solar farm
was built and cperated. That means going beyond simply mitigating any impacts from development
to proactively investing in the pursuit of positive change.

We believe this scheme represents a very rare opportunity to substantially improve local ecological
conditions because the land will be managed with the twin goals of generating clean, renewable
energy and creating better habitats for wildlife.

The scheme will deliver a net gain in biodiversity overall, using a comprehensive site wide
biodiversity and landscape management plan, developed through consultation with Natural
England and other relevant stakeholders.

Our investment in this process is long term because the site will be operated and managed by the
proposers in close association with the supporiive landowner, who has a long-term interest in the
land and the local community.

Qi Will | be able to see the scheme from my house? Won't it harm the character of the area?

A: We have assessed the potential landscape and visual impacts of Longfield Solar Farm as part
of our EIA. Wherever possible, we have designed the scheme to avoid negative impacts on views
from residential properties and other key viewpoints such as the Essex Way. Where this has not
been possible, we are proposing planting and other forms of screening to mitigate the potential
impact. Further information is presented on pages 22-23 of the Consultation Booklet. You can also
use the visualisation tool included in our viriual exhibition to look at the landscaping we are
proposing in different paris of the site.

Q: How can the loss of a large area of farmland be jusfified?

A: The scheme will not involve the permanent loss of farmland. It is possible to restore land used
for solar energy generation to farmland at the end of a scheme’s lifetime. We will also improve
biodiversity at the site as part of the development and deliver a net gain in this area during the
scheme's operational lifetime.

Additionally, it is possible to use land with a solar farm for agricultural purposes, including grazing,
during a scheme’s operational lifetime. Solar farms are one of the ways that farmers can continue
io make use of land where traditional agricultural uses have become economically challenging.
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Q: How will the scheme affect access to footpaths and bridleways?

A: We see the proposals for Longfield Solar Farm as an opportunity to substantially improve
access for people locally. Our draft masterplan includes a network of paths, which will connect into
the wider network of public rights of way for the lifetime of the scheme. This will include the
potential to ink to new paths through the planned north east Chelmsford urban extension and
country park — helping to improve access to the wider countryside.

There may he some temporary closures of public rights of way during the construction period.
These will not be for the whole of the construction period, and we will communicate about any
planned closures with local residents and relevant stakeholders.

Q: Your proposed mitigation measures may help to alleviate the impact over the long term, but is it
not true that for the next decade local people will be very aware of the solar farm?

A We recognise that there is genuine concermn about how long mitigation measures will need to
take effect and that is why we have developed a number of technigues for local people and
stakeholders to assess this for themselves during the statutory consultation. These include CGl
and photomontages, showing how the mitigation measures will work over the lifetime of the
scheme.

The statutory consultation is a key opportunity for local people to express their views on this and
we are hoping that they will have had the opportunity to fully inform themselves, from the visual
aids on offer - the consultation materials, website and wehinars.

In recognition of this concem, the landowner is already planting new trees and hedgerows, in order
o kick start the process in particularly sensitive locations. This responds to comments from the
non-statutory consultation period.

Q: Will the development affect house prices?

A: There is no evidence to show that solar farms or battery storage reduce the value of homes
nearby. We have designed the scheme to minimise impacts on nearby homes and are mesting
with residents living in the immediate vicinity of the scheme to inform that process.

C: Will glare from the solar panels affect me? In which direction will they be facing?

A: The solar panels are proposed o slope towards the south. We have assessed the potential for
glint and glare as part of our EIA — this includes on views from roads and local homes. The results
of this assessment have informed our design. Due to the topography and abundant amount of
woodland and surrounding vegetation at the site, it is anticipated that there will be no significant
effects arsing in regard to glint and glare. We will update our assessment as part of the
Environmental Statement.

Q: Will the scheme have any benefits at all for the local community?

A: The companies behind Longfield Solar Farm have a proud history of investing in the
communities in which they work and establishing community benefits for the duration of a project’s
operating life. As EDF Renewables expects to continue to own and operate Longfield Solar Farm,
it will be making a long-term commitment to the local community.

The scheme will have a number of benefits locally. Overall, we expect to create 375 new jobs in
the construction phase. There will also be 8 jobs at Longfield Solar Farm once is operational. We
expect local expenditure by the scheme o help create the equivalent of 188 new jobs during
construction. We will also look to support the development of skills at an earlier stage by working
with local schools and other education providers.
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In recognition of the important role Longfield Solar Farm should play locally, we have also

established a sponsorship fund open to applications from community projects or groups in the
parishes of Terling and Fairstead, Hatfield Peverel, Boreham, Great and Little Leighs and Litile
Waltham.

This is separate to the planning process for the scheme, and we expect to continue operating the
fund for as long as we are working locally. It is managed on our behalf by the Essex Community
Foundation and initially will last until the DCO application for Longfield Solar Farm is decided. For
more information and to apply, please see the Essex Community Foundation's wehsite:
essexcommunityfoundation.org. uk.

If a DCO is granted, we plan to put in place a fund which will be related in size to the energy output
of the PV panels. Currently, we expect there to be around £64,000 per year available as part of the
fund. This could equate to £2 560,000 over the expected lifetime of the scheme.

Q: How will you manage the construction of Longfield Solar Farm?

Az We will have a robust construction management strategy and will lock fo use existing
infrastructure to access the site wherever possible, minimising use of new matenals on-site,
potentially phasing construction for the BESS and using a single site entrance to reduce impacts
on the wider road network.

We recognise the potential impact of construction on our neighbours and will put in place a plan
designed to ensure potential impacts are managed and properly communicated. To aid this, we will
include a draft Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and Construction Traffic
Management Plan (CTMP) with our DCO application.

Key best practice measures we will put in place during construction include:

Resfricting HGY movements to the A130, Wheelers Hill and Cranham Road

Minimising HGY movements during certain times of the day, such as between 8am-%am and
Spm-Gpm

Implementing a delivery management system for HGY deliveries from the start of the
construction period

Recording the journeys of all HGV's travelling to and from the site to ensure they use agreed
routes

Implementing temporary traffic management on Waltham Road during the period when the grid
connection cables are installed

Encouraging local construction staff to share cars, to reduce single occupancy car trips
Implementing a shuttlebus service to transfer non-local staff to and from local worker
accommaodation

Providing on-site car and cycle parking

Best practice measures, including off-site highway improvements at Cranham Road, which
could involve small scale road widening to accommodate construction traffic

Q: How long will construction take?

A: If the scheme were fo receive consent, we anticipate that the total construction peried would
take approximately three years to complete. This includes around a year getting the site ready for
development and two years building the scheme itself.
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We may also phase development of the BESS. The first part, on either side of the Longfield
substation, would be delivered during the first and second years of construction. The second part,

io the north east of the substation, would be delivered within five years of operation after screening
planting has matured.

Gz 'Will the scheme contribute to congestion on local roads?

A: The main impact on roads is likely to be during construction. The number of staff on site at amy
one point will vary during construction — at the husiest periods 25 HGV's and 600 staff per day
would be expected on site. To minimise impacts on local roads, we will use a single point of access
io the site from Cranham Road — vehicles will then use internal access roads. We will also prepare
a Construction Traffic Management Plan setiing out how we will manage construction traffic as part
of our DCO application. Once construction is complete, traffic to and from the site will be minimal.

Q: What will happen at the end of the scheme’s operational life?

A: Solar farms are temporary and typically have an operational lifespan of 40 years. Once
Longfield Solar Farm reaches the end of its [ifespan, its infrastructure will be dismantled and the
site retumed to its previous condition.

Q: What is the planning process for the scheme?

A: The scheme is a type of development known as a Nationally Significant Infrastruciure Project
(MNSIP). NSIPs are major developments which require development consent to be granted by the
relevant Secretary of State through a Development Consent Order (DCO). This is a process
established by the Planning Act 2008.

Unlike planning permissions under the Town and Country Planning Act, which are considered by
local authorities in the first instance, DCO applications are made to the Planning Inspectorate
(PINS), which administers the application process on behalf of the Secretary of State.

In the case of Longfield Solar Farm, the relevant Govemment department is the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS).

Q: Why does the scheme have to be an NSIP?

A: The Planning Act 2008 sets out thresholds and if a proposed scheme is above the thresholds it
is classified as a NSIP. The proposed Longfield Solar Farm is automatically an NSIP because it is
a generating station which will have the capacity to generate more than 50MVW of electricity.

Q: How do | know that my views will be taken into account if the application won't be determined
by my local council?

A: Under the Planning Act 2008 we are consulting with the local community, as well as local
authorities, regulatory bodies and other statutory consultees. As part of our application, we will
show how we have considered feedback from the consuliation and will produce a consultation
report. It is important to note that whilst the local authority won't determine whether the scheme is
given approval, local authorities still have an important role to play in the Examination of the
application.
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In making their decision, the Secretary of State is required to have regard to any local impact
report submitted by a host local authority, setting out the impact of the scheme on the local area.
Local authorities are often also very involved in making representations throughout the
Examination process. Similarly, members of the public have the opportunity to be involved in the
Examination process, by making representations and / or attending hearings and making
submissions in person.

r Farm

Q: What feedback did you receive during the last round of consultation?

A: We held an initial round of non-statutory consultation on our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm
from 2 November to 14 December 2020.

We are grateful to everyone who took part in the consultation. We received more than 240
responses overall. Common themes raised in responses included:

s Support for the principle of new solar energy generation

« Concem about the overall scale of development and potenfial loss of agricultural land

+ A preference for the grid connection option close to Bulls Lodge substation

« Concem about HGVY accesses from Boreham Road and Waltham Road

« A desire for all cables associated with the scheme to be buried underground

+ Requests for more information about landscape and visual impact, ecology and local job
creation

Q: What has changed since the last round of consultation?

A: Since the last consultation, we have refined our proposals, paying atiention to all comments
made through the non-statutory consultation, as well as continuing environmental surveys. These
have included surveys into the quality of the agricultural land, views in and around the site and
ecology.

We also received confirmation from Mational Grid that it was no longer considering connecting
Longfield Solar Farm to the national electricity transmission system at the northermmaost option
included in the last stage of consultation.

We have therefore:

« reduced the site area considerably, including removing development north of the River Ter.

« confirmed the location of the grid connection at Bulls Lodge substation.

« removed the HGY access to the site from Boreham Road and Waltham Road proposed at
the non-statutory consultation from the scheme.

« refined our proposals to minimise the use of Best and Most Versatile agricultural land.

« moved development away from specific views.

Owerall, we believe these changes significantly reduce the visual impact of the scheme and in
many cases remove it altogether compared o our original plans.

Q: How can | take part in the consultation?

A: This second round of consultation on the project is statutory and is taking place between 1 June
2021 and 13 July 2021. We want as many people to take part in the consultation as possible.
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While there has been some relaxation of social distancing requirements by the Govermment, we

still face restrictions on meeting residents in-person. We are therefore making available a range of
ways to find out more and respond to the consultation.

We have developed the consultation programme considering best practice guidance and advice
from Essex County Council, Chelmsford City Council and Braintree District Council.

This is a statutory consultation which we are camying out in line with the requirements of the
Planning Act 2008. You can find out how we are meeting the requirement to consult with the
community by reading the ‘Statement of Community Consultation® (SoCC) available on our
website.

We will carefully consider all of the comments we receive as part of the consultation and set out
how we have had regard to them in a Consultation Report. This will form part of our DCO
application.

Find out more

If you live in Zone 1, defined in the SoCC, you can book an appointment to speak with us
individually. If Government guidelines allow, this will include an opportunity to meet with us in a
COVID 19 secure environment and view a public exhibition. To book an appointment, contact us
on 08081687925 or at info@longfieldsolarfarm._co.uk.

You can also find out more about the propasals by:

+ Reading a Consultation Booklet about the proposals. This summarises our proposals, the
way we have responded fo previous consultation feedback, the preliminary results of our
environmental impact assessments, and how to take part in the consultation. This has been
sent fo properties with the area shown in Figure 1 and is available from our website or on
request.

= Booking an appeintment to meet with the project team. Dependent on Government
guidance, this will include the opportunity for people who live inside the core
consultation zone to meet in person and view an exhibition with your household or
support bubble at a COVID 19 secure venue. Online and telephone appointments are
also available. We will release appointments through the consultation period. Initially, you
can book using the following links:

o Band 12 June 2021
o 9June 2021

s “You can also book an appointment by contacting us using the contact details in these
Q&As or going to www longfieldsolarfarm.co.ukfpublic-consultation.

+ Viewing a series of webinars we will give about the proposals online. These will offer the
opportunity to ask questions about the proposals. Recordings of each webinar will also
appear on our website once they have taken place. You can register at our website or by
using these links:

o 1400 on Saturday 5 June 2021
o 1900 on Thursday 10 June 2021

* Viewing a virtual public exhibition using this link. The virtual public exhibition includes an
interactive visualisation tool based on a 3D model which will allow pecple to look at the
potential visual impacts of the scheme in different locations.
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« Viewing the PEl Report and other consultation documents online or in paper form at the
following points in the local community:
o Hatfield Peverel Library, The St, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford CM3 2DP
o Witham Library, 18 Newland St, Witham CM8 2AQ
o Chelmsford Library, Chelmsford County Hall, Market Rd, Chelmsford CM1 1QH
o St John The Evangelist Church, Church Lane, Little Leighs, Chelmsford CM3 1PC
« This may change with COVID 19 regulations. We would ask that people contact us in
advance for the latest information before making plans to visit.
= Contacting us on 08081887925 or info@longfieldsclarfarm.co.uk.

Respond

We welcome feedback on our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm. Anyone can share their views
by

« Completing a consultation questionnaire online at www _longfieldsolarfarm. co.uk/public-
consultation

* Requesting a paper question by contracting us on 08081687925 or
info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk, and then retuming the questionnaire to:
Longfield Sclar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference RTRE-LUUJ-AGBY, c/o SEC
Mewgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE or
info@longfieldsolarfarm. co.uk

+ Submitting their comments by email to info@longfieldsclarfarm. co.uk or in writing to the
above Freepost address.

Responses must be received by the consultation deadline of 11.5%pm on 13 July 2021. We will
supply paper copies of the questionnaire on request.

Q: Why are you consulting when COVID-19 means you can't hold public meetings?

A: There is an urgent need o progress applications for renewable energy projects. While there has
been some relaxation of social distancing requirements by the Govermnment, we still face
restrictions on meeting residents in-person. We are therefore making available a range of ways to
find out more and respond to the consultation. This includes the opportunity to attend an exhibition
and speak with us in-person at a COVID 19 secure setting for people living in consultation zone 1.

Q: 1 don’t have internet access. Can | take part in the consultation?

Az Yes. We are sending a copy of the consultation booklet to people living within the core
consultation zone along with a questionnaire. We are also offering in-perscn appointments for
people living in consuliation zone 1 and telephone surgenies for anyone interested in the proposals
who is without intermet access.

Q: | live outside consultation zone 1. Can | receive a paper copy of the materials?

A: Yes, hard copies of the consultation booklet, questionnaire and SoCC are available free of
charge on request. Copies of the PEIR will also be made available on USBs free of charge on
request. A charge of £0.35 per page will be applicable for hard copies of the PEIR and its non-
technical summary.
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Q: What happens if the COVID-19 threat levels change the Govemment's roadmap?
Az We will publicise any changes to the consultation arrangements made as a result of
Government legislation or COWID-19 restrictions. This will involve:
« \Writing to all addresses, elected representatives, parish councils and community groups
within consultation zone 1.
« |ssuing a poster to elected representatives, parish councils and community groups for local
display.
« Wiiting to all district and county councillors at Braintree District Council, Chelmsford City
Council and Essex County Council (zone 2).
« Wrting to all parish councils within consultation zone 2.
« Publicising the change of arrangements in the Chelmsford Weekly News, Braintres and
Witham Times, Essex Chronicle and East Anglian Daily Times.
« Publicising the change of arrangements online.
Howewver, as the next stage of the Government's roadmap is not due to be implemented until 21
June, the consultation has been arranged in line with the relaxation introduced on 17 May 2021.
Q: What will you do with feedback from the consultation?
A: We will carefully consider all of the comments we receive as part of the consultation and set out
how we have had regard o them in a Consultation Report. This will form part of our DCO
application.
Q: How can | find out more?
A: For further information, please contact us by:
« Visiting the proposed Longfield Solar Farm website: www longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk
« Calling 08081687925 (9:00am to 5:00pm, Monday to Friday)
« Emailing info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk
« Wnting to the project team at: Longfield Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference
RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, clo SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street,
London, EC2V 5DE
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE

1 June to 13 July 2021

Longfield Solar Energy Farm Litd is consulting on its proposals for Longfield Solar Farm, a new
solar energy farm co-located with battery storage on farmland north east of Chelmsford and north
of the A12 between Boreham and Hatfield Peverel. As the energy generating capacity of the
proposed Longfield Solar Fam would be more than SOMW, the project is classified as a
Mationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

This consultation is your opportunity to express your views on our proposals before we submit an
application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy. We curmrently expect to submit our application later in 2021. We
want as many people as possible to share their views on our proposals as part of this
consultation.

How to respond to this consultation

This questionnaire is designed to help you give us your feedback on the proposals. You can
respond to the consultation by:

= Completing this questionnaire online: www longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

= Completing this questionnaire and returning it to Longfield Solar Farm consultation,
FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50
Basinghall Street, London, EC2V SDE

* Completing this questionnaire and sending it by email to info@ongfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

= Writing to us directly using the email address or Freepost address set out above

Responses must be received by Longfield Solar Energy Farm Ltd between 1 June 2021 and
11:59pm on 13 July 2021. Following this statutory consultation, we will consider all of the views
we receive on time and finalise our DCO application. This will include a Consultation Report
setting out how we have considered responses to the consultation.

1. Do you have any comments on our proposals for the solar energy generation
element of the scheme?

2. Do you have any comments on our proposals for the battery storage element of the
scheme?
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3. Do you have any comments on our proposals for connecting to the national
electricity system, including laying cables underground and extending Bulls Lodge
MNational Grid Substation?

4, Do you have any comments on the potential environmental impacts and our
proposals for enhancements and mitigation during:

a) The construction of Longfield Solar Farm?

b} The operation of Longfield Solar Farm?

c) The decommissioning of Longfield Solar Farm?

5. Do you have any comments on the contribution that the scheme will make to the
local community 7
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6. Do you have any comments on the potential biodiversity enhancements set out on

pages 25-29 of the Consultation Booklet?

7. Do you have any further comments?

If you would like to be kept updated on this project, please provide your contact details
below:

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email
address:

Please tick the boxes below as appropriate:

Age: 0-19 20-39 40-59 60-79 79+

Occupation: Student Part-time Full-time Retired Unemployed

[

All consultation guesfionnaires should be returned by 23:59 on 13 July 2021 to: Longfield Sclar
Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, SEC Mewgate UK, Sky Light City

Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE or infoi@longfieldsolarfanm co uk. You can find

more information on the proposals and also complete this consultation questionnaire online at
www longhieldsolarfam.co.uk.

Any comments received will be analysed by Longfield Solar Enengy Farm Ltd and any of its appointed agents. Copies may be
made available in due course to the Secretary of State, the Planning Inspectorate and other relevant statutory authorities so
that feedback can be considered a5 part of the process. We will request that any personal detals are not placed on public
recond and will be held securely by Longfield Solar Energy Farm Litd and its agents in accordance with the data protection law
and will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsaquent application for the Order and, except as
noted above, will not be passed to thind parfies. Responses will also form the basis of a Consultation Report that will be one of
the factors taken into consideration by the Secretary of State when deciding whether the Application can be accepted for
examination. Therefore, in providing any comment, it should be bome in mind that the substance of it may also be
communicated to others as part of the Consultation Report.
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booklet

Consultation
Booklet

1 June to 13 July 2021
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About Longfield Solar Farm

In this booklet, we set out a summary of our proposals, the way we have refined them
since the last consuitation, the preliminary results of our environmental impact
assessment and how to take part in the consuitation.

We are consulting between 1 June and
13 July 2021. We would very much
encourage you to read this booklet and
then share your views by responding

to this consultation.

Thank you for taking the time to read this consultation booklet.
It contains the information you need to take part in the statutory
public consultation on our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm.

The UK urgently needs to put in We want our proposals to have a positive impact

place new ways of meeting its locally - for the community, for the environment and
needs for energy if it is to for the economy. This has been an important focus as
achieve the target of net-zero we develop our plans for Longfield Solar Farm. We are
carbon emissions by 2050, now seeking your views on our updated proposals, as
These proposals for a solar well as the initial results of our environmental impact
energy farm co-located with assessment (EIA).

battery storage on farmiand

north east of Chelmsford and Longfield Solar Farm is a Nationally Significant

north of the A12 between Infrastructure Project (NSIP) requiring a Development
Boreham and Hatfield Peverel Consent Order (DCO). That means we must consult in
would make an important a certain way set by the Planning Act 2008 ~ for this
contribution to this goal. Since reason it is known as a statutory consultation. Further
the previous consultation we details of the planning process for Longfield Solar Farm

held last year, we have refined are included on page 36 of this booklet
our proposals, paying attention

to all comments made as well

as continuing environmental

surveys.
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Our vision for the Longfield Solar Farm
is twofold:

It will make a major contribution to the
UK's need for renewable energy. We also
want it to have a positive impact on the
local community and the environment.

Energy generation currently makes up
a significant amount of the UK's carbon
emissions. The Government is
committed to
ty of me res including the

oducuon of new, cleaner methods
of electricity generation, including
solar power.

Tt
older

energy g

In addition, th

electncity are

Increasingly use electricit

modes of transport and

it is anticipated that demand for ele
IS likely to incr

Delivering solar energy

scale has real benefits for the UK. V
believe that Longfield Solar Farm can and
should help achieve national goals
whiist delivering real advantages for the
local community

We will therefore carefully consider the
local community and environment through
our masterplanning process for this
project and are committing significant
resources over the long term to bring this
vision to reality. As part of this, we
believe that Longfield Solar Farm can
deliver environmental improvements to
the local area in terms of both
biodiversity and Increases to the
populations of key local wildlife

This will be as a resuil-of careful planning
based on antific. assessm

ng-term ny nent aof the loca
of th

in a way that

iso create new paths for
g and cycling in the local area
as making a direct contribution
Fund

1o earty
aKing changes
f 1

Longfield

Page 29



Longfield Solar Farm
Consultation Report
Appendices G-1 to G-6

Longdfiel

-arm

Since the last consultation

Farm from 2 November to 14 December 2020.

We are grateful to everyone who took part in the consultation. We received more than
240 responses overall. Common themes raised in responses included:

> Support for the principle of new solar energy generation

> Concern about the overall scale of development and potential loss of
agricultural land

> A preference for the grid connection option close to Bulls Lodge substation
> Concern about HGV accesses from Boreham Road and Waltham Road
> A desire for all cables associated with the scheme to be buried underground

> Requests for more information about landscape and visual impact, ecology and
local job creation

Since the last consultation, we have refined our proposals, paying attention to all
comments made through the non-statutory consultation, as well as continuing
environmental surveys. These have included surveys into the quality of the agricultural
land, views in and around the site and ecology.

We also received confirmation from National Grid that it was no longer considering
connecting Longfield Solar Farm to the national electricity transmission system at
the northernmost option included in the last stage of consultation.

We have therefore:

1 Reduced the site area considerably, including removing development north
of the River Ter

Confirmed the location of the grid connection at Bulls Lodge substation

Removed the HGV accesses to the site from Boreham Road and Waltham Road
from the scheme

Refined our proposals to reduce the use of Best and Most Versatile
agricultural land

Moved development away from specific vie
Overall, we believe these changes significan juce the al impact of the scheme.

The plan opposite shows the emerging masterplan we published as part of our
non-statutory consultation and where » have made changes since

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118

We held an initial round of non-statutory consultation on our proposals for Longfield Solar
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The Solar Farm Site

Sular PV isiray works area PV array ‘ —

Cabling
Seconcary
access tracks
Banary Enargy
Stomge
Ancilliary infrastructure

Dy Reton Cales  Primary AcCess 1races

We have refined our design significantly
since the last round of consultation and
can now present more detailed
information on each of the .
mponents of Longfield Solar Farm

The plans on the following pages are all
indicative and intended to show our
current thinking on the design and layout
of the scheme for the purposes of
statutory public consultation. Following
this consultation, we will have due regard
to all of the comment 3 receive and
where appropriate update our proposals
Unlike a conventional power station, the
environmental impacts of a solar farm are
not a direct result of the amount of
electricity it can generate. For this

50N, are not proposing that the
Longfield Solar Farm s restricted by
Imposing a imit on how much

electricity it can generate

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118

n BESS

Solgs Siions Bulls Lodge Substation Site

Extension 1o Bulls Lodge Substaton

Landscape Works Area

‘ Exnting Butts Lodge Substation

- Set-rade

prev—— Grid Connection Route
-~ -

. ;...; _g_ This diagram shows the names we
X = =y use for the different elements of

Longfield Solar Farm.

sy
’ i

s Longheta &

Instead ill be seeking a D! Our proposals The diagram above shows the
that would restrict the aspects of the differe: slements included in each of
r farm which have potential We are proposing a new solar energy these areas

environmental impacts - such as the farm, co-located with battery storage, to
height of the solar panels, dimensions of help meet the country’s need for low 19ha will be used for the Bulls Lodge
infrastructure such as the Battery Energy carbon energy. It is located on Substation Site Area and 8ha for the Grid
Storage System (BESS) and where solar approximate a of land and, based Connection Route. These will include the
panels uld be located within the site on today's technology, would be able to nfrastructure required to connect Longfield
These are known as the generate around 350MWp of electricity Solar Farm to the National Grid
design parameters Of this, 432ha will be used for th

Farm site. This includes all of the
This approach also ensures infrastructure required to generate and
Longfield Solar Farm o store solar energ) 1 include a Solar

ate electricity as efficiently as Photovoltaic (PV) Array Works Area
ble, using technology which ia (292ha), a Landscape Works Area
constantly improving and may allow (129ha), an Ancillary Works Area (6ha)

sater s 2 y to be B
greater amounts of electricity 1o be and the BESS Compound Area (5ha)
generated in future within the existing

This means that approximately 60% of

GOALY Phramacers the land involved is likely to be used for
PV arrays - solar panels

You can find out more about the design

parameters in Chapter 2 of the Preliminary

Environmental information (PEl) Report

published as part of this consultation
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PV arrays

Electricity will be generated using PV
panels across Longfield Solar Farm. We
have carefully considered the results of
technical surveys into views in and around
the site, ecology and the quality of
agricultural land when making decisions
about the design of the solar PV panels.
In the interests of making the solar farm
highly efficient, the PV panels will have a
maximum height of 3 metres and face
south. They will be fixed on support struts
driven into the ground. We have looked to
preserve existing field patterns and
boundaries, as well as existing trees,

in developing the layout of the panels.

The panels will be supported by a series of solar stations. These are used to take the
electricity from the panels and send it onwards to the Longfield substation and will be
located throughout Longfield Solar Farm. The solar stations will comprise:

v

Inverters: these container-like structures convert the direct current (DC) electricity
collected by the solar PV panels into alternating current (AC). This needs to happen to
ensure that the electricity generated can be exported to the national electricity
transmission system. The maximum height of these will be 3.5 metres.

v

Transformers: these units control the voltage of the electricity generated across the
site before it reaches the substation. The maximum height of these will be 3.5 metres.

v

Switchgear: a combination of electrical disconnect switches, fuses or circuit breakers
used to control, protect and isolate electrical equipment. The maximum height of these
will be 3.5 metres.

The transformers, inverters and switchgears will either be standalone or housed together
within containers.

Grid connection

Longfield Solar Farm will need a
substation to connect to the National
Grid. At the last consultation, we
presented three options for where this
coulid be located: one in the north, near
Three Ashes, one close to the middle of
the site, near Toppinghoehall Wood, and
one by the Bulls Lodge National

Grid substation.

Following discussions with National Grid
we can contirm that the connection point
will be at Bulls Lodge. This will involve an
extension to the existing substation.

The indicative appearance of the
substation before and after extension is
shown on this page.

There will also be another, on-site,
substation, which we are calling the
Longfield substation. This is needed to
take electricity from the PV panels and
BESS up to the right voltage to be sent
onwards to the main connection point

at Bulls Lodge substation. The Longfield
substation will be a maximum of

13 metres tall at its highest point. It will be
located close to Toppinghoehall Wood.

Both substations will be connected to the
wider site by underground cables. These
will be buried to a maximum depth of

2 metres.

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
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Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)

We also presented three options for the location of the
BESS at the last consultation. We are now proposing
to locate the BESS close to the Longfield substation
near Toppinghoehall Wood. This part of the site is well
screened and closer to the A12, a railway line and the
Longfield substation.

The BESS will comprise batteries used to store
electricity and will be located as part of a compound
with switchgear and a control room. We expect that the
batteries will be a housed in containers with a maximum
height of 4.5 metres. The BESS will also include an
integral fire safety management system. We are
consulting with the relevant local fire and public health
authorities about how this should be designed and
implemented to ensure that it is appropriate for

the site.

Public access

We see the proposals for Longfield Solar Farm as an
opportunity to substantially improve access for people
walking, cycling and riding locally. Our draft masterplan
Iincludes a network of permissive paths, which will
connect into the wider network of public rights of way
during the lifetime of the scheme.

This will include the potential to link to new paths
through the planned Chelmsford Garden Village and
country park - helping to improve access to the
wider countryside.

Land use

Since the non-statutory consultation, we have refined
our proposals to reduce the use of Best and Most
Versatile agricultural land, Overall, we have reduced the
amount of Best and Most Versatile agricultural land that
we are proposing to use by up to 80%.

Key

©  Exclusion A
— P00 G Of Wy
© ® ©® EssexWay

Exinting Track

888 Proposed Footpath
smme Proposed Track
®eee Froposed Cycke Route
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Environmental impact
assessment

We are committed to making the local
environment appreciably better than
before Longfield Solar Farm was built and
operated. That means going beyond
simply ng any Impactsfrom
development to proactively investing n

er, who h
e land and the

The topics in our EIA include:

Climate change

Cultural heritage

Ecology

Flood risk, drainage and
surface water

Landscape and visual impact
assessment

Noise and vibration
Socio-economic and land use

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118

The process

Longfield Solar Farm is EIA development
for the purposes of the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental
Assessment) Regulations 2017. We are
ired to carry out an EIA of our

proposals as part of the planning process.
The preliminary outputs from this

t have informed the site design

nning lnspectorate (PINS) on
ehalf of the Secretary of State
On 3 Decemt 0, we received its
formal Scoging Opinion«This confiemed
hould beincluded
ouid be reported in
nvironmental
any our DCO

we have Cor rec
received throughdhe
d have
continued to engacg
other regulatory bodie
oricEngland and the Environment
Agency., on our approach to theEIA

Transport and access

Air quality

Land quality

Glint and glare

Ground conditions

Human health

Major accidents and disasters
Telecommunications
Television reception

We are now sharing the preliminary results of our assessment as part of this
consultation. This booklet summarises our findings in areas such as ecology, landscape
and visual impacts that were raised during the last consultation and where significant
effects are expected. The results are presented in a document called the PEI Report.
You can view the PEI Report on our website

There is also a non-technical summary of the PEI Report available to view.

Following this statutory consultation, we will have regard to all feedback received and
will finafise the Environmental Statement. This will be submitted in support of our DCO
application and will set out the final outcomes of our assessment, as well as details of any
proposad mitigation.

Longfield
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Cultural heritage

Summary of effects

Effects

We have identified a
significant beneficial impact on
chimate change through the
provision of renewable energy

Effects

We have identified potential
impacts on the settings of a
number of heritage assets near
the site during the construction
period. These include Ringers
Farmhouse, Little Russells,
Sparrows Farmhouse, the Bam
of Noake's Farm, Littie Holts
and the Church of St Mary

the Virgin,

In some cases, we have identified potentially significant impacts as part of our EIA. Where
this is the case, we are proposing mitigation measures.

In our DCO application, we will set out more detail on the need for the scheme and
the benefits it provides in meeting the UK's urgent need for low carbon energy.

Our application will also set out how we believe we have achieved an appropriate
balance between meeting that need and managing potential adverse effects in terms
of landscape, cultural heritage and loss of agricultural land.

Mitigation
No mitigation is required.

Mitigation

We are consulting with
Historic England and

relevant local authority
officers and will propose

an appropriate archaeological
mitigation strategy as part of
our Environmental Statement.
We are also proposing
considerable new areas of tree
planting and hedgerows to
reduce long-distance views into
the site. This will reduce
impacts on the setting of
heritage features.

Landscape and Effects Mitigation
visual impact We have identified potential We are providing significant
impacts on views into the site mitigation of potential visual
from a number of points during  Impacts as part of the scheme -
the construction, operational this is referred to as
and decommissioning phases. ‘embedded” mitigation. It
includes the introduction of
3.55ha of new tree beits and
woodland, 4000 specimen
trees in hedgerows, filling in
the gaps of 21km of existing
hedgerows and 2km of new
hedgerows.
Socioeconomics Effects Mitigation
and land use We have identified a potentially  We have sought 1o reduce
b impact on the local the use of Best and Most
economy through employment  Versatile agricultural kand
creation and spending in the through our proposals.
construction phase. Our EIA
also considers the potential
loss of Best and Most Versatile
agricultural land. Currently, this
Is expected to have a
significant adverse impact
Other topics

Our EIA has identified no significant negative impacts once mitigation has been applied

in the following areas:

Air quality
Ecology

Glint and glare

Ground conditions

Human heaith and wellbeing
Major accidents and disasters
Noise and vibration
Telecommunications

Television reception and utilities
Transport and access

Waste

Water environment
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Landscape and views

Sensitivity to the local landscape is an
essential part of our masterplan for
Longfield Solar Farm. The design we are
presenting as part of this consultation

is informed by a Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) carried out as
part of our EIA.

Understanding the landscape

Our design process began by surveying
the character of the existing landscape.
This informed a baseline that we could
use to understand what impacts Longfield
Solar Farm might have on landscape

and views.

We then looked at what could be visible
from a number of important points in the
landscape. We identified the points that
we needed to assess views from in
cooperation with local authorities and
other stakeholders.

They include homes and businesses near
the site, roads and public rights of way
and the South Suffolk and North Essex
Clayland National Character Area.

Our design

We have refined the proposed layout for
Longfield Solar Farm significantly since
the last round of consultation, responding
to the work we have done to understand
the local landscape.

For example, we have located larger
elements of Longfield Solar Farm, such as
the battery storage and Longfield
substation, towards the south. This part
of the site is closer to the A12 and a
railway line and is already well screened
by woodland.

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
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We have aiso removed land parcels from
the most northern and southem parts of
the site, as well as excluding small fields.
This will mean we avoid negative impacts
on the landscape in sensitive areas like
the River Ter Valley.

Where the site is visible from homes,
roads or public rights of way, we have
sought to set development back from
lines of sight or screen it. This includes
setting back development from Borcham
Road to improve existing hedgerows.

We have also reduced the number and
height of panels closest to homes to allow
for more screening. This will involve
extensive tree planting. We have carefully
considered what type of screening is
most appropriate in each part of the site -
in open parts of the site, we have

avoided tall screening to allow views

to remain open.

The approach we have taken to the
landscape will help us improve the
environment and ways of getting around
the area. Corridors for wildlife and new
permissive paths are embedded into the
design. This includes a new north-south
green route and east-west green links
via new permissive paths.

These link a series of focal points at

areas of particular natural interest, such
as Sandy Wood, the River Ter Valley,
Scarletts Farm Wood and Toppinghoehall
Wood. The images on the following pages
provide more detail on how we will
approach these areas.

Effects

Overall, we believe that the careful siting of Longfield Solar Farm within the landscape, as
well as conservation of landscape, ecological and archaeological features across the site
and creation of new planting and vegetation for screening, avoids and mitigates potential
negative impacts on landscape and views to a significant degree.

However, we do expect there to be some temporary impacts while we are building
Longfield Solar Farm. We will seek to mitigate this by phasing the delivery of the battery
storage units. We will deliver the central battery storage units first because their location
is best screened. We will deliver the battery storage units at the edge of rows in a second
phase, once new planting is better established.
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Our approach to landscape
The sketches on these pages provide an indication of our approach to landscaping
in different parts of the site.

We will create a 20 metre wide
woodiand buffer here to allow for
natural woodiand regeneration.
We will also connect a new
pedestrian knk to the existing
public right of way next to Sandy
Wood, meaning there will

be uninterrupted north-south
access through the site.

Toppinghoehall Wood will screen the BESS and
Longfield substation. We will reinforce this with a
new native woodland buffer of at least 25 metres.

We will protect Ringers Wood with a
20 metre wide woodiand buffer zone.
We will also restore ponds and improve
habitats for birds here.

We will set aside land here 10 protect
the setting of the Grade Il listed
Scarletts Farm, We will also put in
place a new pedestrian route running
north of Noakes Lane, connecting to
the existing public right of way through
Scarletts Wood

Page 38
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Ecology and biodiversity

We have assessed potential impacts from Longfield Solar Farm on ecology and
biodiversity as part of our EIA. But we want to do more than simply mitigate impacts -
we want to improve the outlook for wildlife across the site

Understanding the context

Our EIA has considered impacts on
species and habitats that are important at
a local, national and international level

There are six statutory sites for nature
conservation in the area we assessed.
These are designated for biodiversity
reasons. The closest, the River Ter SSSI,
is located immediately adjacent to the
site. There are also 31 non-statutory sites
designated for nature conservation within
2km of Longfield Solar Farm. These sites
have been designated as local wildlife
sites (LOWS) for their biodiversity value at
a local level and are known to support a
wide variety of protected and
ecologically important species and
hablitats. We also assessed for species
on the site including fish, breeding birds,
wintering birds, bats, reptiles, badger,
otter, other mammals and some rare
species of plants.

Effects

We will put in place measures that will
lead to a net gain in biodiversity across
the site. We will prepare a Biodiversity Net
Gain report as part of the Environmental
Statement. The DCO application will also
include an Outline Landscape and
Ecology Management Plan (LEMP). This
will set out how we will protect and
manage landscape and ecology and
inform more detailed plans in the future.

There are some potential temporary
impacts during construction that we will
need to mitigate, such as those from site
clearance. A Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) will be included
in the DCO application to explain how these
will be managed. This is included in draft as
part of the PE! Report

We want to do more than simply mitigate
our impacts. We are therefore exploring
opportunities to include enhancements
with our proposals.

Enhancements

Our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm are set out in their current form in this booklet and
more fully in the PEI Report - in particular Chapter 2 “The Scheme”. The environmental
assessment we have undertaken to date is based on this. As part of the preliminary
environmental work we have done, we have identified the measures necessary to mitigate
any significant adverse impacts where possible

Through our assessment of current environmental characteristics of the site, we have aiso
identified opportunities to improve biodiversity voluntarily, by way of a series of
enhancements. These enhancement measures are not required to mitigate any significant
adverse impacts of the scheme - the steps we need to take to do that have already been
identified and form part of the scheme. Some of the land identified for these
enhancements is outside of the DCO Site and their impacts have not therefore been
assessed as part of the PEI Report

However, we are considering providing enhancements which would allow us to go above
and beyond simply mitigating potential impacts. We have not yet finalised our plans for
these measures. We would therefore welcome your views
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Species rich grassland

In these areas, we could create a
biodiverse meadow rich in invertebrates
by seeding the grassland beneath PV
panels and around heritage assets. These
areas would be grazed by sheep to keep
competitive grasses under control and
allow wildflowers to thrive. The insects
attracted to the wildflowers will support
birds such as turtle dove and
yellowhammer nesting in the restored
hedgerows. Away from the PV panels,
we will manage field margins to increase
biodiversity. Restoring farmland to
grassland would also help restore soil
health and absorb carbon.

The Biodiversity Trial Area

This is a proposal for an exciting leaming
zone made up of four fields. This visionary
space could be used to trial simple
conservation intervention aimed at
improving the understanding of
biodiversity and natural capital benefits
alongside solar farms. Outcomes from the
trials would help to inform land
management across new solar farms.

Woodland restoration zone

There is an opportunity to improve
biodiversity in the woodlands within and
near the site. These are a mix of younger
plantation and ancient woodland.

Working with the landowner, we could
restore the woodland with traditional
woodland management practices, such as
coppicing. Ending the management of the
woodland edges would help create a more
varied set of habitats, potentially attracting
birds like nightingales, willow warblers and
garden warblers.

We could also establish regenerated
woodland belts and restore hedgerows to
connect the ancient woodland currently
isolated within the arable land. This would
allow bats, birds and butterflies to move
effectively through the wooded landscape.

Enhanced waterscape

The network of drainage ponds and
ditches that exist across the site are
currently in a poor state and the River Ter
is currently failing on phosphate levels.
The water quality is poor owing to
overshading and agricultural run-off.

We could enhance these by removing
vegetation, desilting and putting in place
more appropriate planting. This would
help stop agricuitural run-off into the
water. We would also create a network of
ponds throughout the site to create
corridors for wildlife.

Rewilding scrub

Other than some low intensity grazing for
conservation purposes, we could avoid
intervening in this area to allow it to
become wild again. This will create a
range of grassland and scrub habitats,
supporting reptiles, amphibians and
invertebrates. The scrub would provide
habitat that could be used by nightingales
and other woodland edge species.

Floodplain grassland and
conservation grazing

We could relax management along the
floodplain, g wet grassiand. In the

higher areas above the flood zone, this
would provide invertebrate-rich habitat for
nesting skylark. This area would be rich
in plants like angelica that thrive in moist
soils within floodplain habitats. This is
another area where enhancements would
also absorb carbon.

Pollination and wildflower greenway
This could be an attractive nature path
extending north to south through
Longfieid Solar Farm. We could plant
wildflower seed mixtures designed
specifically for wild pollinating insects
along the greenway. This would be an
attractive feature for people walking along
the path while also supporting pollinators.
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Construction

If the scheme were to receive consent, we anticipate that the total construction period
would take approximately three years to complete. This includes around a year getting
the site ready for development and two years building the scheme itself.

We will work to a series of well-established principles in building Longfield Solar Farm.
Where possible, we will look to use existing infrastructure to access the site, minimise
use of new materials on-site, phase construction and use a single site entrance to reduce
impacts on the wider road network.

Before we begin construction, we will establish the site entrance, internal roads for
getting around the site, construction compounds and security fencing. This will help us
reduce the impact of our work on the wider area.

We would likely use the following techniques while building the scheme:

> PV arrays: the mounting structures for the PV panels will be pushed into the ground.
Some localised trenching would be required to install the necessary cabling and solar
stations, which will be on small foundations

> BESS: the construction of the BESS would require us to dig foundations and install the
required cabling and equipment to allow the batteries to export and import electricity
to and from the National Grid

> Cabling: we will bury the cables underground. We will install the cables by digging a
trench, laying the cables in sections and covering them again

> Substations: As with the BESS, building the substations will involve digging
foundations and installing the required cabling and equipment

Construction management

We anticipate that working hours onsite
will run from 7am to 7pm. Working days
will be Monday to Saturday. The number
of staff on site at any one point will vary
during construction - at the busiest
periods 25 HGVs and 600 staff per day
would be expected on site.

There will be vehicles travelling to and
from the site while we are bullding the
scheme. These will access the site using
a single entrance at the location shown
on the plan. The numbers of vehicles
accessing the site will vary from

day to day.
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We will build Longfield Solar Farm in
phases. This means that we will not be
working across the whole site for the
entire construction period - we will work
in one area and then move on to the next.

In particular, we may deliver different parts
of the BESS at different phases. The first
part, on either side of the Longfield
substation, would be delivered during the
first and second years of construction

The second part, to the north east of the
substation, would be delivered later, after
screening planting has matured
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Key measures

We recognise the potential impact of construction on our neighbours and will put in place
a plan designed to ansura potential impacts area managed and properly commiunicatad
To aid this, we will include a draft Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
and Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) with our DCO application.

These will set out the principles, controls, and measures we will use to manage and
mitigate potential environmental impacts during construction.

Measures we will put in place during construction include:

>R g HGV mor to the A130, Wheelers Hill and Cranham Road

> Restricting HGV movements during certain times of the day, such as between
8am-9am and 5pm-6pm

> Implementing a delivery management system for HGV deliveries from the start of the
construction period

v

Recording the journeys of all HGVs travelling to and from the site to ensure they use
agreed routes

v

Implementing temporary traffic management on Waltham Road during the period when
the grid connection cables are installed

> Encgutagmg local construction staff to share cars, to reduce single occupancy
car trips

v

Implementing a shuttiebus service to transfer non-local staff to and from local
worker accommodation

v

Providing on-site car and cycle parking

v

Off-site highway improvements at Cranham Road are likely to be needed, which could
involve small scale road widening to accommodate construction traffic

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
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Operations

EDF Renewables is committed to
operating Longfield Solar Farm in the
long term.

While the scheme is operational, activity
across the site would be minimal and
largely restricted to monitoring,
maintenance and the management of the
visual and ecological mitigation features.

Decommissioning

Solar farms typically have a design
lifespan of 40 years. Longfield Solar Farm
has been designed so that once it has
reached the end of its lifespan it can be
dismantled. A decommissioning plan will
be prepared.

Jobs and skills

Longfield Solar Farm will create jobs and
skills, as well as creating wider economic
benefits. We are committed to ensuring
that these advantages are felt in the local
community. To this end, we are already

consulting with local businesses, business
organisations and skills providers such as

schools and colleges to assess how the
local community might benefit from
employment opportunities at key stages
of the project’s development. Overall, we
expect to create 375 new jobs in the

construction phase and 8 permanent roles

once Longfield Solar Farm is
operational. We also expect local
expenditure as a result of the scheme
1o help create the equivalent of 188 new
jobs. Whiist the majority of the
manufacturing process of the panels,
batteries and related components is
currently located overseas, where
possible, we will source materials
from the UK and encourage
domestic suppliers.

Health and safety

We recognise that there is interest in

how health and safety will be managed

at Longfield Solar Farm. Nothing is more
important to us than the health and safety
of our neighbours and our staff.

We are already engaging with the Health
and Safety Executive and the Essex Fire
and Rescue Service on the design of
Longfield Solar Farm. This is to ensure
that the management of health and safety
is built into Longfield Solar Farm from

the start.

We will put in place appropriate training
and codes of conduct for all staff working
at the site. This will include an induction
covering health and safety and how to
behave on site, which all staff must
complete before beginning work.

Longfield

Page 42



Longfield Solar Farm

Consultation Report Longfie

Appendices G-1 to G-6 Solar Farm

Community engagement

The companies behind Longfield Solar Farm have a proud history of investing in the
communities in which they work and establishing community benefits for the duration
of a project’s operating life. One of the project partners, EDF Renewables, expects to
continue to own and operate Longfield Solar Farm. This means it can make a long-term
commitment to the local community. The community can expect that its views will be
taken seriously at every stage of the lifetime of the project. We will establish a community
liaison group (CLG) that will enable local community representatives to have a formal
channel for monitoring and influencing developments at the site.

In recognition of the important role Longfield Solar Farm will play locally, we have
also established a sponsorship fund open to applications from community projects or
groups in the parishes of Terling and Fairstead, Hatfield Peverel, Boreham, Great and
Little Leighs and Little Waltham.

It is managed on our behalf by the Essex Community Foundation and is currently in place
until the DCO application for Longfield Solar Farm Is decided.

For more information and to apply for funding, please see the
Essex Community Foundation’s website:
essexcommunityfoundation.org.uk/

If a DCO is granted, we plan to put in place a fund which will be related in size to the
energy output of the PV panels. Currently, we expect there to be around £64,000
per year available as part of the fund. This could equate to £2,560,000 over the
expected lifetime of the scheme.
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The planning process

Longfield Solar Farm is classified as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project (NSIP) because its generating
capacity would be more than 50MW.

NSIPs are major developments which
require development consent to be
granted by the relevant Secretary of State
through a Development Consent Order
(DCO). This is a process established by
the Planning Act 2008. The diagram on
this page explains each stage of the
process and where you can get involved.

Unlike local planning permissions, which
are considered by local authorities, DCO
applications are made to the Planning
Inspectorate (PINS). PINS administers the
application process on behalf of the
Secretary of State. In this case, the
relevant Government Department is the
Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy (BEIS).

The Planning Act 2008 requires
consultation with the local community
betore we submit our DCO application.
We are carrying out this consultation in
line with this requirement - it is therefore

referred to as ‘statutory consultation’.
Following the consultation, we will have
due regard to all comments received and
prepare our DCO application for
submission to PINS.

You can find out more about the DCO process at PINS' website:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/

PINS has also published guidance on the process for members of the public.
This can be viewed online at: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Advice-note-8.0.pdf

in line with the requirements of
the Planning Act 2008.

Indicative Project Timeline

@ We are here @
1. Non-st y itation 2. Statutory Nati 3. Submission of
Wo held a non-statutory We have considered feedback DCO application
consultation seeking initial from the non-statutory We will have due regard to all
feedback on our design consultation and the outcomes consultation responses and
and environmental impact of environmental surveys. will prepare our DCO application
assessment We are now consulting again for submssion

4. Examination

This is a se! process with
statutory timescales. The DCO
application will be scrutinised by
an independent Examiner. There
will be an opportunity 10 make
reprasentations as part of the
Examination

5. Decision

The independent Examiner will
make a recommendation on
whaethar our application for a
DCO should be granted. The
Secretary of State for Business,

Energy and Industrial Strategy will

make the final decision.

6. Construction
We wilt build
Longfield Solar Farm
In phases.
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Public consultation Consultation Questions

This second round of consultation on the project is statutory and is taking place We are seeking your views on the following qu
between 1 June and 13 July 2021. We want as many people to take part in the the consultation
consultation as possible

15 Do you have any comments on our proposals forthe solar en
While there has been some relaxation of social distancing requirements by the generation element of the scheme?
Government, we still face restrictions on meeting residents in-person. We are therefore
making available a range of ways to find out more and respond to the consultation

Do you have any comments on our proposals for the battery storage

We have developed the consultation programme considering best practice guidance and element of the scheme?

advice from Essex County Council, Chelmsford City Council and Braintree
District Council Do you have any comments on our proposals for connecting to the

national electricity system, including laying cables underground and
extending Bulls Lodge National Grid Substation?

We will carefully consider all of the comments we receive as part of the consultation and
set out how we have had regard to them in a Consultation Report. This will form part of
our DCO application
Do you have any comments on the potential environmental impacts and
our proposals for enhancements and mitigation during
a) The construction of Longfield Solar Farm?
b) The operation of Longfield Solar Mar
You can find out more by: ¢) The decomimissioning of Longfield Solar Farm?

Viewing a virtual ex n and consultation documents on our website Doyou have any comments on the contribution that the scheme will make
http://www.longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk/downloads to the local community?

B0 you have any comments on the pote
Subject to Government guidance on COVID 19, we also hope to make the et out on page 28 of the Co

consultation documents available 1o view at following locations in the local area

s any further ¢ ts?
Hatfield Peverel Library, The St, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford CM3 2DP e
Witham Library, 18 Newland St, Witham CM8 2AQ
Chelmsford Library, Chelmsford County Hall, Market Rd, Cheimsford CM1 1QH

Please check ou webste of COMact us for he Lateat nformation bedore making plans 10 visit cne of these BCatan

Registering to take ) e ar ue 1o tak A \
) Saturday 5 June and ) J and will offer the
pportunity 10 ask quest You can register for the webinar
n our website or using tf

3 Booking an appointment to talk with members of our technical and design team
about the proposals by telephone using the contact detaills below

4 ontacting us on 0808 168 7925 or info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk
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Respond
We welcome feedback on our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm.
Anyone can share their views by:

Completing a consultation questionnaire online at
longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk/public-consultation

Returning a questionnaire to Longfield Solar Farm consultation,
FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, c/o SECNewgate UK,
Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE
or info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

Submitting their comments by email to info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

or in writing to the above Freepost address

Please note, responses must be received by the consultation deadline of
11.59pm on 13 July 2021

Contact us
Phone: 0808 168 7925
Email: info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk
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Appendix G-5: Copies of consultation
advert and poster

Public
consuﬂaton

Tuesday 1 June 2021 = Tuesday 13 July 2021

We are consulting on our Find out more
proposals for Longfield Solar
Farm, a solar energy farm

co-located with battery storage, z : z 7 D
farm d ast o > Take part in an online Q8A webinar at on Saturday
on land north east of 5 June 2021 and 1900 on Thursday 10 June 2021. You can

> View a virtual public exhibition at our website:
longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

Chelmsford and north of the register for a webinar on our website.
A12 between Boreham and _ ‘
Hatfield Pev I > Book an appointment to speak to a member of our technical

team by telephone using the contact details below.

The proposal could generate enough

renewable electricity to meet the needs

of 96,000 households. The proposal

is classified as a Nationally Significant

Infrastructure Project (NSIP) as it would

generate more than 50MW of electricity Subject to Government guidance on COVID 19, we
also hope to make consultation documents available
to view at the following locations:

Location
Contact us Hatfield Peverel Library, The St, Hatfield Peverel, Cheimsford CM3 2DP
Website: longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk Witham Library. 18 Newland St, Witham CMB 2AQ
Phone: 0800 019 4576 (9:00am to 5:00pm, Cheimsford Library, Cheimsford County Hall, Market Road,

Monday to Friday) Chelmsford CM1 1QH

Please check our website or contact us directly for the latest information
before making plans to visit one of these locations.

Email: info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

Post: Longfield Solar Farm consultation,
FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY,
Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street,
London. EC2V SDE
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4,000 Suffolk
motorists fined
for doing 35mph
in a 30mph zone

Thousands of motorists were

TOM PUTTER

Illll.-'ml last
zomes year,
figures have revealed.
A total of 4.000 offonces wore
rocorded for vohicles travelling at
A5mph in 2 30mph 2000 acToss
Suffolk during 2020,
Anceher 2928 offnces were
recorded for vhickes travelling at
3am

Tiowewer. 1ot a single offenoe
was recorded for vehicles
travelling st speerds of between
nmm and Mmph. as Suffolk
onstabulary applied National
Mlﬂ' Chiefs’ Council guidelines
recommending @ margin of
equal t0 10% of the speed
Hmie, ulus amph.
The number of motarists
caaght travedl! ! S5m)
SCnton oo more B s by

.Imllle

enforoement vans, or potice
officers oquipped speed camerns,
foll by almost i third during 3
yoar in which traffic lovels alﬁu
dropped sinificandly

The Fall Interrupeed 4 trend of
annual nereases of 41% and 2%,
acrocding (o figures obtais

ne
under the Froedom of Information |

Act.

Last Ociober. Departmaont for
‘Transport (INT) data showed that
54% of cars excecdod the limit in
30mph zoncs in 2019, with the
average speed being 3tmph, and a

Recent Department for Tramspont data showed that S4% of cars exceeded the limit m 30mph mones Pate: SARAH LICY BROWN

| and Wales — although most are

dealt with out-of-coart by way of

| that the NPCC's * m\ '2mph'

nithof all ars i the lim!

The lhu:b(nbnu'd that 38%
of spending oftences resulted in
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Although the forco :n:lls he
guidance on all fixed and mobile
camerss, individual officess can
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A police spokeswoman said-
“NPCC uuhlﬂhms state that
Wmph and above would be a ticket
and thoy re the guidelines we like

0
“We havo moved our thresholds
before and we can stll issoe
tickees bedow the threshold ™

Spoed i ono of the *Eatal four”
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and deadly colisions on roads,
alang with using a mobile phone.
Dot wearmg 1 scatbell and drink
or drugdrivine.

The risk of Killing a pedestrian
in a collision is betwoen 3.5 and

55 .nm higher at 40mph than at
according o DIT studies.

Satfolk Fire and Rescox and Safolk pobce were a1 the scese of  house ive = BurrellBood i Bwich
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Alargeamount of smoke  Monday. May 31

from
Ipswich house afterafire  Colchester, Ipswich and
broke out.

Princes Street fire house
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Dblacee and chocked the
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wo-storey property in at sam.

Burrell Road, near the
Princes Street bridge.
carly in the morning on

ving the scone

accounted for
UK Powor Networks
also attended the scene o
solate the electricity
Suffolk police had swnl).aumonmscnnm
carfior Llueml the road,
afier they were called at Qfl‘

§.14am, bat it has since
reopened.
All occupants of the
have been

Find ot more
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of aur Yechnical
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Example of advert — East Anglian Daily Times 1 June 2021
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| CHRONICLE 9

Mimn'l Tuesday 13 July 2021

We are consulling on our proposals for Longfield Solar Farm,
a solar energy farm co-located with batlery slorage, on
farmiand north east of Chelmsford and north of the A12
between Boreham and Hatfield Peverel

Wt
o G 8 4578 (ke 50, M o Pt

Pt Longfistd Sobw Pare comutution, (9829061 nieres WTTE-LULS-AGEY,
Sy Light ity Torwer, 30 B S, Lerwders, ECIV S0E

Example of advert — Essex Chronicle 27 May 2021
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Mid Essex Series May 27, 2021

School celebrating £2k IT boost

Computer Help and Support

Special Offers
HP ProDask 400 G4 SFF ; omplete PC system|
8GB Ram, 240G8 5S0, VD 4 Wnpows 10 'nsy-
8 USB, SD Card reader ==s0d ready to usa
Windows 19 Pro 640t 4 £529
Intel I5 3.4GHz, £379
e VAT, While stocks last

WE ARE OPEN

PC, Laptop, Tablet and Apple Repairs and Upgrades
New and Refurbished PCs and Laptops
Data Recovery and Backup - Virus Removal
Walk in Workshop & Free Parking Right Outside
We Stock.

This Weeks Offer USB wireless adapter
Dell Latitude #5450 Notebook Extornat HODs
Intel i5 2.3Ghz, 4GB DOR3 st b
240G8B SSD, SO Card Reader HOMI, Display. DV & VGA
14" Screen 1366x768 Network Switches

Wind 10 Py it Thermal Paste
e Yo b ADSL2+ & VDSL routers

Do we have what you want?
FREE Data transter CALL US AND ASK
with sach PC purchase if needed. =

@w

Thug to spend 15 | o
years behind bars

More jail time for man who nearly killed ex

Braintree, CM7 3Q5 Team@ RA-Computers.co.uk

some comfort from
today’s decision
Attorney Ganeral Michael Elis

Public_
consultati

Tuesday 1 June 2@21"}- Tuesday 13 July 2021

Example digital advert (20,000 impressions across Braintree and Witham Times and
Chelmsford and Mid Essex Times websites and social media platforms from 27 May
2021 to 3 June 2021)
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exhibition

G-6.1 Event information boards

Welcome

Thank you for taking
the time to view this
exhibition about our

proposals for Longfield
Solar Farm. It contains
the information you
need to take part in the
statutory public
consultation.

contrit
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Who is proposing
Longfield Solar Farm?

Longfield Solar Farm is being brought forward by Longfield Sotar
Energy Farm Lid, a joint venture between two established developers
of renewable energy: EDF Renewables (EDFR) and Padero Solar.

The two organisations have brought together a highly experienced
progect team with an excelient track record in successfully delivering
nationally significant infrastructure of this kind

EDF Renewables has more than 25 years' worth of expenence in
delivering renewable energy projects in more than 20 countries around
the world. In the UK, it provides much neaeded new affordable low
carbon energy through 36 wind farnms and one of the UK's largest
battery storage units (logether totaling almost 1GW). thas a

portfolio of rooftop solar and gnd scale solar energy generation

In development. EDF Renewables will own and operate Longfield
Solar Farm once built

Padero Solar has heiped 1o develop more than 25 Solar Farms in the
UK, and this has delivered over 390MWSs of renewable energy

Padero Solar is part of a group of three companies, these include;

PS Ranewables, who are behind a number of solar projects, including
Evelay Solar Farm (Hampshire), and PSH Operations, an Operations
& Maintenance business managing over 1.3GWs of Solar Farm assets
In the UK,

Our goal as project partners Is to contribute 10 a net zero energy future
through Longfield Solar Farm. Projects like this are creating business
opportunities and econamic activity which contribute 1o the country's
green recovery

Together, we are committed to the communities in which we work and
axercise good stewardship over our projects for the long term

% @
~ *eDF -
%

renewables PADERO
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Our vision for the
Longfield Solar Farm

Longfield Solar Farm will make 8 major contribution to the UK's
need for renewable ensrgy, We also want it fo have a positive
impact on the local Community and the snvironmant,

Enesqy « 0 it amount of
tha UK'S ¢ emissio A € 3 commitied 10
reducing
IntrochuCt

This will happsa at the same tir
methods of encrqy genteahon are ¢
the v/avs in which we ail 1=
InCraasindly use elaciricily to powe
and Industrias 3ctivity

15 likaly to incraass

Delivering sclar energy gancrat

the UK. We believe that Longfiei
help actieve these nallonal o
Aadvantages o the local cofm My

We will therefore car=!uly consider tha jocal community and

anvironmes? twough our mastarplanning process for this

project and ¢ nutling significant resources ov

term to bring this visio™ 10 reality. As part of thes, we

befieve that Longheld Soiar Farm can deliver environmental

| t 1510 the local are In terms of both biodiversay
d INCTeases 1o 1he populsbons o! ey local lite

This will be 2s a result of careful pfanning basad on scientific

assassment. the long-term invotvement of the locs!

community and the managang of the land in a way that benefits
ronrmant
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Since the last consultation

We held an initial round of non-statutory consultation on our proposals
for Longfieid Solar Farm from 2 November to 14 December 2020

We are gratefud to everyone who took part in the consuitation. We
recewved more than 240 responses overall. Common t
In responses inclugea;

emes raised

> Support for the princip

Concern about the overal

loss of agricultural land
> A prafaranca for the gnd connaction opt
Lodge substation

1 close to Bulls

> Concemn about HGV accesses from Boreham Road
and Waltham Road

> A desire for all cables associated with the scheme to be
buried underground

> Requests for more information about landscape and visual impact,
ecology and local job craation

Since the st consultation, we have refined our proposals, paying
attention to all comme j& through the non-statuton
consuitation, as well as continuing environmental surve
Included surveys into the quality of
around the site and acology

These nave
the agricultural land, views in and

We also received confrmation from National Grid that it was no

ar Farm to the national

longer considering connecting Longfield S
al the norhemmost option included in

the last stage of consultation.

We have therefore:

2 area ¢

rih of the River

=

Waltham R
Refined our
ricultural

Mon slopment

Ovoerall, we befiove these J antly reduce the v
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The Solar Farm Site e Sutws
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Our proposals

We have refined our design significantly since the last round of
consultation and can now prasent more detailed information on each
of the key components of Longfield Solar Farm. The diagram on this
board shows each of the different slements of Longfield Solar Farm
and the names used for them in consultation documents.,

The plans on display as part of this exibition all indkcative and
intended to show our current thinking on the design and layout of the
scheme for the purposes of statutory public consultation. Following
this consultation, we will have due regard to all of the comments we
meoive and where appropriste update our proposals

Unilke & conventional power station, the environmental impacts of a
solar farm are not a drect result of the amount of electncity it can
generate. For this reason, we are not proposing that the Longfield
Solar Farm is restricted by imposing a limit on how much electricity
it can generate

Instead, we will be seeking a dovelopment consent that would
restrict the aspects of the solar farm which have potential
environmental impacts - such as the height of the solir panels,
dimenssons of Infrastructure such as the Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) and where within the site solar panels would be
located. These are known as the ‘design parameters’

This approach also ensures the Longfield Sokar Farm will be able to
gonerate electricity as efficiently as poassible, using technology which
is constantly improving and may allow greater amounts of electricity to
be generated in future within the existing design parameters.

You can find out more about the design parameters in Chapter 2 of
the Praliminary Erwironmental information (PET Report published as
part of this consultation. We have also summarised the key elaments
of Longfield Sokar Farm in pages 10 to 17 of the Consultation Booklet
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Our proposals

Masterplan

We are proposing a new solar energy farm, co-located with battery
storage, 10 help meet the country's need for low carbon energy. It is
located on approximately 459ha of land and, based on today's
tachnology, would be able to generate around 350MWp of edactricity
Of this, 432ha will be used for the Solar Farm site. This includes all of
the infrastructure required 1o genarate and store solar energy

It will include a Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Array Works Area (292ha), a
Landscape Works Area (129ha), an Ancillary Works Area (Bha) and the
BESS Compound Araa (Sha). This means that approximately 60% of
the land invalved Is likely to be used for PV arrays - solar panais

19ha will be used for the Bulls Lodge Substation Site Area and 8ha for
the Grid Connection Route Area. These will include the infrastructure
required to connect Longfield Solar Farm 1o the National Grid

The indicative masterplan on this board shows our current thinking on
the locations on each of these elements.
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Environmental impact assessment

We are commutied to making the local environment better than before
Longfield Solar Farm was built and operated. That means going
beyond simply mitigating any impacts from development 10 proactively
Investing in the pursut of positive change.

We believe this scheme represeants an exceflent opportunity to improve
the local ecological conditions because the land will be managed with
the twin goals of generating clean, renewable energy and creating
better habitats for wikilife

Our investment in this process is long term because the site will be
operated and managed by the proposers in close association with the
supportive landowner, who has a long-term interest in the land and the
local community

The process

Longfield Solar Farm is Erwironmental impact Assessment (E1A)
development for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning
[Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, We are
required to carry out an EIA of our proposals as part of the planning
process. The preliminary outputs from this assessment have informed
the site design and content of this consultation.

As part of the EIA design process, we formally ‘scoped” our approach
with the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on behalf of the Secretary of
State. On 3 December 2020, we received its formal Scoping Opinion
This confirmed the scope of work that should be included in our EIA
and that should be reported in the comprehensive Environmental
Statement that will accompany our Development Consent Order (DCO)
appiication when submitted to the Secretary of State

In addition to this, we have considered the feedback we recewved
through the non-statutory consultation and have continued to engage
with local authorities and othar regulatory bodies, such as Historic
England and the Environment Agency, on our approach 1o the EIA

The topics in our EIA include:

» Chmate charge »  Trarsport and sooess

> Cuturad hertage > Al gty

» Eoology »  Landd guaity

»  Piood risk, dranage and » Gint and ghare
SUMA0e water > Ground congtons
Landscape wdd vmus moact > Humen heatth
amsessmort »  Mapr accdents and disasters
Nose and vibration » Telecommunications
Seco-acoromic M Wng use > Telawvinion recaption

W are now sharing the preiminary results of our assessment as pant
of this consultation, This exhibition summarises our findings in areas
such as ecology, landscape and visual impacts that were rassed during
the last consultation and where significant effects are expected

The results are presented in a document called the Preliminary
Enwironmental information Report

You can vaw the PEI Report on our website (longfieldsolarfarm.
co.uk/downloads). There is also a non-technical summary of the
PEI Report available to view. Following this statutory consuftation,
we will have regard 10 all feedback received and will inalise the
Ervironmenta! Statement. This will be submitted In support of our
DCO application and will set out the final outcomes of our
assessment, as well as detads of any proposed mitigation
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Longfie

Solar Farm

Summary of environmental effects

In some cases tentially significant impacts as

part of our EIA

mitLGaton meas

In our DCO app

scheme and the

for low carbon anargy

Qur application will ut hix eved
appropriate Dok meet ! g
potential adverse afle t | 1 ) heritage

and loss of agricultural land

Oarara (hamgm

Cutun ot hariage

P

S o cewmre 3

Other topics

Our EIA has identified no significant negative impacts

mitgat

n has been appéed In the following areas
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Landscape and views

Sensitivity to the local landscape s an essential part of cur
masterpian for Longfield Sciar Farm. The design we are presenting
as part of this consuitation is informed by a Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) camed out as part of our Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA).

Qur approach to landscape

The shetches on this boards show ouwr approach 1o the landscape in diffesent
parts of the site.

Toppinghoehall Wood will screen the
BESS and Longfield substation
We will reinforce this with a new
native woodiand buffer of at least

25 metres.

We will protect Ringers
Wood with a 20 metre wide

weodland buffer zone. We
will alse restore ponds and
improve habitats for

birds here.

We will set aside
land here to protect
the setting of the
Grade Il isted
Scarletts Farm. We
will also put in place
a new pedestrian
route running north

=3/ 3“ ';» of Noakes Lane,
+ o7 9% connecting 10 the
- =, existing public right

of th
o oo

We will create a 20 metre wide woodiand buffer here to alow for

natural woodland regeneration. We will also connect a new

padestrian link to the existing public nght of way next to Sandy Wood,
meaning thers will be uninterruptad north-south access through the site.
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Ecology and biodiversity

We have assessed potential impacts from Longfield Solar Farm on
ecology and biodiversity as part of our EIA.

Understanding the context

Our EIA has considered impacts
on spacies and habitats that are
impertant at a local, national and
Internabionyl leved

There are six statutory sites for
nature conservation In the area
we assassed. These are
designatad for blodiversity
reasons. The closest, the River
Ter SSSI, is located
iImmediately adjacent to the site
There are also 31 non-statutory
sites designated for nature
conservation within 2km of
Longfield Solar Farm. These
sites have been designated as
local wildlife sites (LoWS) for
their biodiversity value at a local
lovel and are known 10 support o
wide variety of protected and
ecologically important species
and habitats. \We also assessed
for species on the site

including fish, breeding birds
wintering birds, bats, reptiles,
badger, otter, other mammals
and some rare species of plants.

Effects

We will put in place measuras
that will lead to a net gain in
biodiversity across the site. We
will prepare a Biodiversity Net
Gain report as pant of t
Environmental Statement. The
DCO application will also include
an Outiine Landscape and
Ecology Management Plan
(LEMP). This will set out how we
will protect and manage
landscape and ecology and
inform more detailed plans in

the future

e

There are some potential
temporary impacts during
construction that wa will need to
mitigate, such as those from site
clearance. A Construction
Erviroomental Managament Plan
(CEMP) will be Included in the
DCO appiication to expiain how
these will be managed. This Is
included in draft as part of the
PE! Report

We want to do more than simply
mitigate our impacts. We are
therefore exploring opportunities
to include enhancements with
our proposals
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Enhancements
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Our proposals for Longfhield Solar Farm are set out In their current form
in this exhibition and more fully in the Preliminary Environmental
Information (PE!) Report - in particular Chapter 2 “The Scheme”.

The enwvironmenta! assessment we have undenaken 10 date s based
on this, As part of the preliminary anvironmental work we have done,
we have identified the measures necessary to mitigate any significant
adverse impacts where possible.

Through our assessment of current environmental charactenstics of
the site, we have also identified opportunities 10 improve biodiversity
voluntarily, by way of a serles of enhancements. These enhanceament
measures are not required to mitigate any significant adverse impacts
of the scheme - the steps we need to take to do that have already
been identified and form part of the schame. Some of the land
identified for these enhancemants is outside of the Development
Consent Order (DCO) Site and their impacts have not therefore been
assessed as part of the PEI Repont.

However, we are considering providing enhancements which would
allow us 1o go above and beyond simply mitigating potential impacts.
We have not yet finalised our plans for these measures. We would
therefore weicome your views.
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Enhancements

Species rich grassland

In these areas, we could creats a
biodiverse meadow rich in
invertobrates by seeding the
grassiand beneath PV panels and
around heritage assets. These
areas would be grazed by sheep
to keep competitive grasses under
control and allow wildflowers to
thrive. The Insects attracted to the
wildflowers will support birds such
as turtie dove and yellowhammer
nesting in the restored hedgerows.
Away from the PV panels,

we will manage field margins to
Increase blodversity. Restoring
tarmiand to grassland would atso
help restore soil health and
absorb carbon

The Biodiversity Trial Area

This is a proposal for an

exciting learming zone made up of
four fields. This visionary space
could be used to trial simple
canservation intervention aimed at
improving the understanding of
biodiversity and natural capital
benefits alongside solar farms.
Outcomes from the trials would
help to inform land management
across new solar farms,

Woodland restoration zone
There is an opportunity 1o iImprove
biodiversity in the woodiands
within and near the site. These are
a mix of younger plantation and
ancient woodland. Warking with
the landowner, we could

restore the woodland with
traditional woodland management
practices, such as coppicing
Ending the management of the
woodland edges would heip create
a more vared set of habitats,
potentially attracting birds like
nightingales, wilow warblers and
garden warblers

We could aiso estabish
regenerated woodland beits and
restore hedgerows 1o connect the
ancient woodland currently
isolated within the arable land.
This would aliow bats, birds and
butterfiies to move effectively
through the wooded landscape
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Enhanced waterscape

The network of dramnage ponds
and ditches that exist across the
site are currently in a poor state
and the River Ter is currently
failing on phosphate levels. The
water quality is poor owing 1o
overshading and agricultural
run-off

We could enhance these by
removing vegetation, desiting and
putting in place more

appropeiate planting. This would
help stop agncultural run-off into
the water. We would aiso create a
network of ponds throughout the
site to create cormnidors for wildlife.

Rewliding scrub

Other than some low intensity
grazing for conservation

purposes, we could avoid
Intervening in this area to allow

it 1o become wild again, This will
create a range of grassiand and
scrub habitats, supporting reptiles,
amphitdans and invertebrates, The
scrub would provide habitat that
could be used by nightingales and
other woodland edge spocies,

Floodplain grassland and
conservation grazing

We could relax management along
the fioodpiain, creating wet
grassland. In the higher areas
above the flood zone, this would
provide invertabrata-rich

habitat for nesting skylark. This
area would be rich in plants like
angelica that thrive in moist solis
within floodplain habitats. This s
another area where enhancements
would also absorb carbon.

Pollination and wildflower

greenway
This could be an attractive

nature path extending north 1o
south through Longfield Solar
Farm, We could plant wildfiower
seed mixtures designed
specifically for wid pollinating
insects along the greenway. This
would be an attractive feature for
people walking along the path
while also supporting polinators.

Longfield
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Longfield

Construction

I the scheme were 10 réeceive consent, we anticipate that the total
construction penod would take approximately three years 1o complete.
This includes around a year getting the site ready for cevelopment and
two years bullding the scheme itsalf

infrastructure
on-site, phas

We anticipate that working hours
onsite will run from 7am to 7pm
Working days will be Monday to
Saturday. The number of staff on
siie at any one point will vary

o constructhon - at the
busiest periods 25 HGVs and 600
stall peor day wo
on sie

d Do expectod

There will be vehicles travelling
to and from the site while we are
building the scheme, Thase will
access the site using a single
entrance at the location shown
on the plan. The numbers of
vehicies ac g the site wil
vary from ¢
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We will work to a series of well-established principles in building
Longfield Solar Farm. Where passibie, we will look 1o use existing

58 the site, minimise use of new materials
ZONSruchon and use a single site entrance 10 reduce
Impacts on the wider road natwork

Construction management

We will build Longfield Solar Farm
In phases. This means that we will
not be working across the whole
sie for the entire construction
penod - wa will work In one area
and then move on to the next

In particular, wo may deliver

dfferent parts of the BESS st

differant phases. The first part,

on either side of the Longfield

substation, would be delvered
urng the first and second years

of construction. The sacond part

to the north east of the substation

would be del od ater, afer

NG has matured

sCreening pN
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Operations
We are committed to operating Longfield Solar Farm in the long term.,

While the scheme s operational, activity across the site would be
minimai and largely restricted to monitoring, maintenance and the
management of the visual and ecological mitigation features

Decommissioning

Solar farms typicaily have a design lifespan of 40 years. Longfield
Solar Farm has been designed so that once it has reached the end
of its lifespan it can be dismantied. A decommissioning plan wil
be prepared.

Health and safety

We recognise that there s interast in how health and safety will be
managed at Longfield Solar Farm. Nothing is more important to us
than the health and safety of our neighbours and our staft

We are already engaging with the Health and Safety Executive and the
Essex Fire and Rescue Service on the design of Longfield Solar Farm
This is to ensure that the management of health and safety is built into
Longfield Solar Farm from the start

We will put in place approprate training and codes of conduct for all
staff working at the site. This will inchude an induction covering health
and safety and how to behave on site, which all staff must

complete before beginmng work
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Jobs and skills

najonty o
alated

will 5O

Community engagement

The compan:
Solar Farm |

i Inve

which

ommunity benegf
IUrghon of §

fa. One ¢

ks
mitnu

Tirmnunity

lifat
will astablish

up (CLG) th

formal channe!

3 and influen

applicat

For more informa d to apply for funding,
please see the Essex Community Foundation's website

essexcommunityfoundation.org.uk/
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Indicative Project Timeline

6. Comatructon

The planning process

hed by the
diagram

You can find out more about the DCO process at PINS' website:
https//mfrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/

PINS has also published guidance on the process for

members of the public.

This can be viewed online at: https://infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/
Advice-note-8.0.pdf

Page 66
Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.8
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118



Longfield Solar Farm

Consultation Report Longfie

Appendices G-1 to G-6 Solar Farm

Public consultation

Whil¢
requl
meeating

range

ed the C
practice gu and ad
City Council &
i Ihe comn
{581 O ve have had regard 1o them |

ultation Report S W 1Y r ou CO applic

You can find out more by:

g @ virtual exhibit and consutation documents or ?

1o hitpe//www longfieldsolarfarm.co.ulk/downloads

versl, Cheirmatorg CALY 20P
JNAS 2A0

o Courty Hal, Marked Ry, Chelmaford CMY 10M

Hotfield Peveral Libeary, The
Witham Libwary, 18 Newlar
Cheimstord Library. Cheir

r info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk

Consultation Questions
We are seoking your views on the following questions as part of
the consultation

Do you have any comments on our proposals for the solar energy
genaration element of the schama?

2. Do you have any comments on owr proposals for the battery storage
alement of the schame?

3. Do you have any comments on our proposals for connecting to the
national electricity system, Incluc aying cables underground and
extending Bulls Lodge National Grid Substation?

4. Do you have any comments on the potential environmental impacts
and our proposals for enhancements and mitigation during
a) The construction of Longfieid Solar Farm?

b) The operation of Longfieid Solar Farm?
c) The decommessioning of Longfield Solar Farm?

5. Do you have any comments on the contribution that the scheme
will make 1o the local community

6, Do you ha Yy comments on the potential biockversity

enhancem

S set out on page 28 of the Consultation Booklet'

7. Do you have any further ments?
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Longfield Red Line Boundary
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Longfield LA Masterpian
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G-6.2 Screenshots of virtual exhibition
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